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Foreword 


The National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language 
(NCPUL), an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of 
Human Resource Development, Department of Secondary and 
Higher Education, Government of India, has been set up to 
promote, develop and propagate Urdu language. The Council 
is also responsible for taking appropriate action for making 
available in Urdu language, the knowledge of scientific and 
technological development as well as knowledge of ideas, 
evolved in the modern context. To meet the above objectives 
the Council has decided to launch a Certificate Course for 
learning Urdu through the distance mode. The learning 
material has been specially prepared by a team of experts 
drawn from different Universities and Institutions as well as 
the inhousc experts. The material was discussed and 
scrutinised by the committee members under the supervision 
of Prof. Gopi Chand Narang. It is hoped that leaching through 
distance mode will meet the wide spread demand for the 
learning of Urdu. 

The present book has been written by Prof. Ravinder 
Gargesh and Dr. Chander Shekhar of the University of Delhi, 
fhere are many approaches to discuss the .structure of a 
language. 1 he committee's effort has been to present the book 
in as simple a form as possible. Thus every effort was made to 
keep the use of technical terms to the bare minimum and to 
adopt an approach which is simple and easily graspable. 

I hope that the book will meet the requirements for which 
it has been prepared and the students of Urdu will find it of 
great value. 

Dr. M. Haniidtiilaii Bhat 

Dirvetor 
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Block 1 


In this block you will study the basic sentence structure 
of Urdu. You know that when we speak or write we do not use 
words in any order we like. This is because language has a 
definite structure. The basic sentence structure of Urdu will be 
seen in terms of units called Noun Phrase and Verb phrase. In 
the later blocks all the elements which we will discuss will be 
integrated into the sentence structure shown in this block. All 
aspects of grammar will be explained and illustrated with the 
help of examples. 

This block will consist of three units : 

Unit 1 Sentence Structure of Urdu 

Unit 2 Noun Phrase 

Unit 3 Verb Phrase 

Each unit will be followed by a self-check exercise which 
you are expected to complete after reading each section. The 
key to self-check questions is provided at the end of each 
block. This will be followed by a set of sample questions to 
which you will write your answers on a separate sheet of paper 
and send it to NCPUL. A glossary of the words used in the 
examples and exercises is given at the end of the book. 
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Unit 1 

Sentence Structure of Urdu 

Structure 


1.1.0 

Objectives 

1.1.1 

Introduction 

1.1.2 

Sentence Structure 

1.1.3 

Subject and predicate 

1.1.4 

Subject-verb agreement 


1.1.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully, you should be able to 

• understand the basic sentence structure of Urdu 

• know the concepts of subject and predicate 

• perceive subject-verb agreement 

• identify the object in a sentence 

1.1.1 Introduction _ 

You know that when we speak or write Urdu we do not 
use words in any order we like. This is because the 
expressions we speak or write have a definite structure. This 
makes us ail use sentences in the same way. If we change the 
basic pattern then sentences at times may not sound proper or 
may not even be acceptable. In this unit Ave will look at the 
basic sentence structure of Urdu. 
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All grammatical categories like the noun, pronoun, verb, 
adverb, adjective etc. find their proper place in sentence 
structure. In fact these categories become clear when we see 
how these function within a sentence. Therefore, we begin the 
lesson by viewing the basic sentence structure of Urdu. 

1 .1.2 Sentence Structure _ 

All languages are studied in terms of their sentence 
structure. The sentence has been recognised as the largest unit 
according to which the grammar of a language is organised. 
Look at the two sentences below; 

( 1 ) 

The boy came. 

^ fl/ ('T ( 2 ) 

The boy eats a mango. 

In sentence (1) we have the noun (boy) and the verb 
U(came). The noun in the beginning of a sentence is called 
the subject of a sentence and the verb form is simply called 
the verb. In sentence (2) the first word is the noun O'(boy) 
and there is another noun (mango) and there is the verb 
form CU (eats). In this case the noun that performs the 
action is the subject, i.e., l^.^(boy), and the words denoting the 
action performed are called verb which in this case is f U 
(eats). The second noun on which action is performed, i.e, 
(mango) is called the object. Therefore, we can say that Urdu 
has two basic sentence structures: 

1. SUBJECT VERB (SV) or 

2. SUBJECT OBJECT VERB (SOV) 

1.1.3 Subject and Predlicate _ 

Traditionally, the structure of a sentence is said to be 
consisting of two parts called the Subject and the Predicate. 
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Look at the sentences below; 


iT (1) 

The boy came. 

Jr (2) 

The girl came. 

In sentences (1) and (2) the nouns (boy) and lO'( girl) 
are the respective subjects while the verb forms (came) 

are the predicate. Look at another sentence : 

< 7 - ( 1 ) 

The girl eats a mango. 

Here, (/^'(girl) is the subject and the expression JU 
< 7 -(eats a mango) is the predicate. 

You may have noticed that in 1.2 we have talked about 
SUBJECT-VERB (SV) or SUBJECT OBJECT VERB (SOV) 
as the basic sentence structure of Urdu. It is better to see the 
sentence in terms of these units rather than simply as 
SUBJECT AND PREDICATE, since the predicate does not 
distinguish between the verb and the object. 

1.1.4 Subject - Verb Agreement _ 

In Urdu language the verbs (or even adjectives) carry 
gender markers of masculine or feminine. These markers are 
controlled by the gender of the subject. All subjects (nouns) 
are either masculine or feminine in gender. Look at the 
sentences given below: 

tT (1) 

The boy came. 

J' (2) 

The girl came. 
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^ >jhj) (3) 

The door opened. 

/ iX/ TO 

The window opened. 

You will see that in the sentences 1 & 3 the verb is 
followed by the marker i... l^. This is the masculine marker. It 
stands for both living things like i^>' (boy) or non-living things 
like «ybvj(door). In sentences 2 & 4 the verb form J^(girl) and 

C' ^ 

j^ (window) are followed by the feminine marker J / j /. 
Thus the feminine marker occurs because animate entities like 
J>'(girl) and the inanimate ones like (window) are 
feminine in gender. 

Another kind of agreement is between plural subjects and 
the verbs (even the adjectives) that follow. Look at the 
following sentences: 




(5) 


The boys came. 


( 6 ) 


The doors opened. 


wr * 




^ •• 

The girls came 





The windows opened. 


(7) 

( 8 ) 


In all these sentences the verb carries an additional 
marker and so do the nouns. The kind of plural markers that 
the noun takes will be discussed in Unit-1 of Block-11. Here it 
may be enough to point out that ^ /e/ is the masculine plural 
marker of nouns like Zl>'(boys) and (doors) and the 
/c/ is also attached to verb forms and hence we get £_ T (came) 
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and (opened). However, jj. /ia/ is the feminine plural 

marker of forms like (girls) and jyjJ (windows) and 

/j / is added to the verb forms giving us " (came) and 

(opened). 

However the subject verb agreement becomes clear in 
the sentences such as: 

^ fl/ j^T (9) 

The boy eats a mango. 

f- Ji/ p (/>' (10) 

The girl eats a mango. 

In sentences 9 and 10 the masculine and feminine forms 
of the verbs are governed by the subject and not by the object 
l^T(mango) which is masculine. 

Self - Check Exercise 


1. Identify the subject, object and verb in the below-given 
sentences and write them down in the space provided: 

\J O' (a) 

The boy went. 

Subject :. 

Verb :. 


CU w-.-^ O’ (b) 
The boy eats an apple. 

Subject :. 

Verb :. 

Object :. 


(c) 
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; V • 

Hamid reads a book. 









2 . 


3. 


4. 


Subject :. 

Verb :. 

Object : . 

Write p/ura/ forms of the following sentences in the space 
provided; 

^ fl/ i/ ry” (a) 

(singular) The boy eats a banana, 

(plural) . 


>f- vi'' (b) 

(singular) The girl eats an apple, 

(plural) . 

Identify subject and predicate in the sentences given 
below and write them in the space provided; 

y *7 (a) 


Subject 

Predicate 


O' (b) 


Subject ;. 

Predicate ;. 

Indicate whether there is gender agreement between 
subject and verb in the sentences given below; 

No Yes 

. l' (a) 

. j' 0(b) 

. . 

. . wU" kr (d) 

i, v * 
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Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify the subject and predicate in the below-given 
sentences and write them down: 

irU" (a) 

i/ kr>' (b) 

2. Rearrange the following sentences according to the 
subject-verb agreements: 


•f- ^ 

M jy 

3. Make three sentences consisiting of subject-verb or 
subject-object-verb constituents. The following may be 
used: 

“if'' ■ i"'' 
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Unit 2 
Noun Phrase 


Structure 

1.2.0 Objectives 
1.2.1 Introduction 

1.2.2. Noun phrases consisting only of nouns 

1.2.3. Noun phrases consisting of nouns and 
modifiers 

1.2.4. Noun phrases consisting of nouns and 
modifier phrases 

1.2.5. Noun phrases as subjects, direct objects and 
indirect objects 

1.2.0 Objectives 

After reading this unit you will be able to understand the 
role of the noun phrase in a sentence. You will 

• come to know the structure of a noun phrase 

• see that the place of the noun phrase is in the subject or in 
the object position 

a know the place that grammatical categories like nouns 
and adjectives have in the noun phrase 

1.2.1 Introduction 

You have already read in Unit-1 that a sentence can be 
seen as consisting of two parts, the noun phrase and the verb 
phrase. We will look at the noun phrase in this unit. You will 
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read about the verb phrase in Unit-3 

The noun phrase is a unit of a sentence that can function 
as a subject and as an object. 

1.2.2 Noun phrases consisting only of nouns _ 

The noun phrase as a unit of a sentence that functions as 
a subject and as an object generally, contains a noun like 
(boy), iS^ (girl) or some other common noun or a proper noun 
or a pronoun like: 

he/she/they you(hon.) we you 1 

(The Noun will be discussed in Block-ll Unit-1 and the 
Pronoun in Block-Il Unit-2) 

Such words that begin the noun phrase are called head of 
the phrase, and at times this head word may be alone in a 
phrase as in: 

u 0 ) 

Ahmed came. 

JW vl'i (2) 

The girl eats a pomegranate. 

In sentences (I) and (2) (Ahmed) and Jj‘'’(girl) are 
nouns that serve as subjects of the two sentences respectively. 
In sentence (2) ./U(pomegranate) is a noun that functions as an 
object. 

1.2.3 Noun phrases consisting of nouns and modifiers 

The noun (N) in the noun phrase (NP) can be modified 
giving us a bigger noun phrase. One way of modifying is by 
placing a modifier (adjective) before the noun. For example: 
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^ JL (> 0 (1) 

Si Adi. N 

NP 

The boy drinks cold water. 

Or (2) 

Adi. N 

NP 

Grandmother drinks hot tea. 

In sentences (1) and (2) (cold) and ('^ (hot) are 
adjectives, modifying the nouns (jl (water)and L^W(tea) 
respectively thus giving us an NP consisting of an 
adjective+noun. 

1.2.4 Noun phrases consisting of noun and 

_ modifier phrases _ 

The noun phrase can also consist of more words, i.e., it 
can consist of a noun and an adjectival phrase placed before 
the noun. An adjectival phrase is a phrase or a group of 
words whose head-word is an adjective. For example: 

Q: (1) 

Very good things are sold in the market. 

';>> wW" cx (2) 

The boy reads a very good book. 

In sentence (I) the modifier phrase is c>f: (very good) 
and in (2) it is jfi (very good). These along with their 
nouns form the noun phrases. 

1.2.5 Noun phrases as subjects, direct objects and 

_ indirect objects _ 

As you may have noticed and it needs to be mentioned 
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also that noun phrases function as subjects, direct objects and 
indirect objects. Look at the sentence below: 

^ 0 ( 1 ) 

The boy gives a book to the girl. 

Here the subject, the direct object and the indirect object noun 
phrases consist of single nouns ,i.e., I5 y*(the boy), (the girl) 
and O' (book) respectively. Look at another sentence: 

^ y (1) 

Hamid gives a good gift to the younger sister. 

In sentence (2) the direct object and the indirect object 
consist of their modifiers along with their nouns, i.e.. If i 
(a good gift) ando'T- Jrf (younger sister) respectively. 


Self - Check Exercise 


1. Identify noun phrases in the sentences given below and 
write them in the space provided. 

iJO 





(a) 

j>< j:- 

(b) 




2. Add a subject noun phrase in the sentences given below: 

fi- Irlf . (a) 

^ t[/ il/- . (b) 

^ fif yi;i. (c) 

3. Fill in the noun phrases in the space given below: 

lU .uW (a) 
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JU-.Ujly (b) 

(3^^^.k' (c) 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify the noun phrases in the sentences given below 
and write them down: 

lT 0 (a) 

.^0" js (b) 

.c_ tc,y Ji’ y (c) 

2. Make three sentences using the following words: 

ti-- irU n 

yvU y I ' 

3. Identify and write down the indirect and direct objects in 
the sentences given below: 

!<-’ wU’ y C'”-.-' jr”! (a) 

!>*■* y (b) 
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Unit 3 

Verb Phrase 

Structure 


1.3.0 

Objectives 

1.3.1 

Introduction 

1.3.2 

Verb Phrase (VP) 

1.3.3 

VP with a single verb 

1.3.4 

Transitive/Intransitive verbs and the VP 

1.3.5 

VP and direct and indirect objects 

1.3.6 

VP with a verb and a prepostional phrase 


1.3.0 Objectives 


If you read this Unit carefully, you will be able to 

• identify the structure of a verb phrase 

• understand that the verb phrase consists of various other 
constituents like a verb and a noun phrase 

• perceive that the verb is the central constituent of a verb 
phrase 

• see that other constituents like the verb, adverb, 
postposition, object etc. form a part of the verb phrase. 

1.3.1 Introduction _ 

You already know that a sentence of Urdu consists of a 
noun phrase and a verb phrase. The verb phrase has a verb in 
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its centre and all other constituents like adverb, object etc. are 
connected to it. These various constituents are defined in 
terms of their roles in the verb phrase. 

1.3.2 Verb Phrase (VP) 

You have already been introduced in Unit-1 to the 
concepts of the subject and the predicate. All verb phrases are 
predicates but within the predicate we have a verb followed by 
nothing or it may have one or two nouns. 

1.3.3 VP with a single verb _ 

Verb phrase in a sentence may consist of a single verb if 
the verb is intransitive, i.e, a verb which by its nature does 
not take an object. A fuller discussion of the transitive/ 
intransitive verbs will take place later, i.e, in the next section 

1.3.4 as well as in Block III section 3.4.2. However, for the 
time being it may be enough to know that the intransitive 
verbs are like: 


I’ f t U 

to come to go to move 

Thus, we have the sentences: 


to sit to rise 

iT r/ (1) 


The boy came. 

/ lO' (2) 

The boy went. 

In the above sentences while l^'-*'(the boy) is the subject. 


the verbs I < (came) and U (went) alone constitute the verb 
phrase. So here VP=Verb(intransitive) and the structure of the 
sentence is SV. 
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1.3.4 Transitive and Intransitive Verbs _ 

In section 1.2 you saw that the basic sentence structure of 
Urdu is either SUBJECT-VERB (SV) as in the sentence 
below: 

IJ IT/'' (1) 

The boy came. 

Or Subject Object Verb (SOV) as in the sentence 

^ C\/ 0 ( 2 ) 

The boy eats a mango. 

It is necessary to understand that in sentence (1) there is no 
object while sentence (2) has an object. This depends on the 
nature of the verb. It can be said that there are two kinds of 
verbs: intransitive and transitive. The former takes only one 
noun as the subject whereas the latter takes two nouns out of 
which the first is the subject while the second is the object. 
Therefore, in sentence (1), the single noun iTy (boy) occurs 
because I' (came) is an intransitive verb. On the other hand 
the verb fU (eats) is transitive and it takes two nouns, i.e, 
0 (boy) and f * (mango). Out of these the noun which is the 
doer of the action indicates the subject and the noun which is 
goal of the action is the object. Thus, 0(hoy) is the subject of 
the sentence and f' '(mango) is the object of the sentence. 

1.3.5 VP and the Direct and Indirect Objects _ 

Urdu has another set of verbs which take two objects and 
these are called di-transitive verbs. The verbs (write) 
and (to give) belong to this category. Look at the sentences 
given below: 

wlT' / J)' 0 (1) 

The boy gives a book to a girl. 
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^ p/ J.itr (2) 

Hamid writes a letter to Mohan. 

Sentences (1) & (2) have two objects each, i.e, (/-'’(girl) 
and wlX(book), and c/^^^(Mohan) and it5(1etter) 
respectively. In these two sentences the nouns 
(book) and ii^letter) are direct objects because they 
are more important for they answer the question 
respectively: 

fej / O' (3) 

What does the boy give? 

^ (4) 

What does Hamid write? 

J-*' (girl) in sentence (1) and c.''V in sentence (2) are 
indirect objects for they answer the question 
respectively: 

Z O' (5) 

Whom does the boy give a book to? 

^ ( 6 ) 

Whom does Hamid write a letter to? 

An indirect object is an additional noun which is not 
absolutely essential in a sentence. For example we can have 
the following sentences: 

z:>' (7) 

The boy gave a book. 

\j>^ h> ( 8 ) 

Hamid wrote a letter. 

However, it should be noted that in a sentence of Urdu 
the indirect object comes first and the direct object comes 
afterwards. In such cases the structure of the sentence would 
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be Subject - Indirect object - Direct object-Verb. 


Seif - Check Exercise _ 

1. In the sentences given below identify whether the verb is 
transitive or intransitive: 


Transitive/Intransitive 

^ fuT ti/ j'/ 

i 

(a) 

TransitiveAntransitive 

i 

(b) 

TransitiveAntransitive 

lrT> 

(c) 

Transitive/Intransitive 

i ^ ^ 

(d) 


2. Identify the direct and indirect objects and write them 
down: 

^ wvi ( (a) 

Ahmed teaches Urdu to Mohan. 

direct object : . 

indirect object: . 

^ tcJ y' J-’l* (b) 

Adil gives a book to Mohan. 

direct object : . 

indirect object: . 

^ Hi J / kr (c) 

Seema gives a gift to Sara. 

direct object : . 

indirect object: . 

Sample Excercise _ 

1. Identify the transitive/intransitive verbs in the below 
given sentences and write them down: 

JT (a) 

^ ^ kr (b) 
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J/ l/r' (c) 

2. Make fifteen sentences using the following words: 


Cl/ 

( 

iT 

1/ 

i!? 


4:- Ci' 

i 



^ jr 


J/ 



♦ 

tr 



kr 

wiT 

A 

A 


3. Identify the direct/indirect objects in the sentences given 
below and write them down: 

^ (a) 

f(> J/ (b) 

^ tT tc (c) 

Joj4 lO' (d) 
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- Answers to Self-Check Exercises 


Block I 


I Unit \ 1 

1. (a) subject: (b) subject: (c) subject: 

verb: if verb; verb: 

object: object: 

2. (a) Z-l/ 4^ Ly (b) ^ JkO' 

3. (a) subject: (b) subject: 

predicate: if predicate: 


(a) No 

(b) No (c) Yes 

Unit 2 

(d) Yes 

(a) (/>* 

(b) ^ 

(c) 

(a) lO* c? J 

(b) Jut 

(c) ti( 

(a)(^< <£r 

(b) ^ Jo 

(c) .h; 


Unit 3 


1. (a) Transitive (b) Intransitive 

(c) Intransitive (d) Transitive 

2. (a) Direct object vJ (b) Direct object w-lX 

Indirect object Indirect object 

(c) Direct object 

Indirect object bU 
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Block II 


In this block you will come to know about the Nouns, 
Pronouns, Adjectives and Numerals of Urdu. All these 
categories are important for the making of a noun phrase. In 
fact the noun and the pronoun are central to the noun phrase 
while the adjectives and the numerals serve as modifiers of 
the noun in a noun phrase. 

This block consists of four units; 

Unit 1 : Nouns 
Unit 2 : Pronouns 
Unit 3 ; Adjectives 
Unit 4 : Numerals 

Each unit will be followed by a self-check exercise 
which you are expected to complete after reading each 
section. The key to self-check questions is provided at the 
end of each block. This will be followed by a set of sample 
questions to which you will write your answers on a separate 
sheet of paper and send it to NCPUL. A glossary of the 
words used in the examples and exercises is given at the end 
of the book. 
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Unit 1 

Nouns 

Structure 


2.1.0 

Objectives 

2.1.1 

Introduction 

2.1.2 

Noun 

2.1.3 

Gender 

2.1.3.1 

Masculine Nouns 

2.1.3.2 

Feminine Norms 

2.1.4 

Types of Nouns 

2.1.4.1 

Proper Nouns 

2.1.4.2 

Common Nouns 

2.1.5 

Number and Cases 

2.1.5.1 

Singular nouns : Case forms 

2.1.5.2 

Plural nouns : Case forms 


2.1.0 Objectives _ 

If you read this unit carefully, you will be able to 

• identify nouns 

• know the shapes of nouns in terms of gender 
distinctions 

• know the shapes of nouns in terms of number 


30 




• know the shapes of nouns in different cases 

• recognise the different types of nouns 


2.1.1 Introduction 

You already know that nouns function as the central part 
of noun phrases. In this unit you will look at the different 
forms of nouns in terms of gender, number and the cases in 
which they occur. You will also learn about the different 
types of nouns. 


2.1.2 Noun 

Noun is an important category of the vocabulary of a 
language. It is the centre or nucleus of the noun phrase. In 
Urdu most nouns have different form endings depending on 
gender, number and the case in which they appear. Broad 
categories of nouns include the proper and common noun, 
concrete and abstract nouns. E.g, : 


Proper 

Common 

Concrete 

Abstract 

Nouns 

Nouns 

Nouns 

Nouns 

if-f 

fe ' ‘ y-' 


sjhj} ‘ 

f A . 

‘ Oi' 

Ganga 

chair 

door 

sorrow 

Lucknow 

table 

book 

happiness 


2.1.3 Gender 

In Urdu all nouns are divided into two categories: 
masculine and feminine. This division is arbitrary. It is not 
motivated by meaning, e.g. Jv (fruit) is masculine but .j T 
(fire) is feminine. Similarly iji^j (shop) and (earth) are 
feminine butt^'t^^ (house), (sun) are masculine, and notice 
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that here there is no meaning and no natural gender that is 
involved, (stm) is not masculine in the sense that a boy, 
a dog and a horse are masculine and (earth) is not 
feminine in the sense a girl, a cow and a mare are. What is 
being pointed out here is that the meanings do not decide the 
gender of a noun. 


2.1.3.1 Masculine Nouns _ 

Masculine nouns in Urdu are an important class of 
noims, these can be divided into two categories: 

(i) Nouns ending in i... /a/ 

(ii) Nouns not ending ini... /a/ 

(i) Masculine nouns ending in /a/ are the following : 

lyi? I?' OV hh 

cucumber dog horse grandfather 

I v" 

cloth 

Look at the following words: 

< 

child 

In writing, these words seem to be ending in /h/, but 
actually they are spoken with an /a/ at the end. 

(ii) Masculine nouns not ending in /a/: 

Some masculine nouns end in consonants and some in 
vowels like fV or /u/. 

(a) Consonant ending nouns: 


UU by 

uncle boy 

y fy: 

iron footwear 

fort way 
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vly* ^Ji" Jiii' 

question Sunday bridge pond city, paper 

JM ^ Ch' JIJ, J 

monkey house agricultural field rest joke year 

(b) /1 / ending masculine nouns: 

wi; w' * ijf'' '-/'ir' 

water man washerman soldier brother 

(c) / u / ending masculine nouns: 

*>' yb"' y' yuf 

peach kachalu potato bear 


2.1.3.2 Feminine Nouns 

Nouns in the feminine gender can also be divided into 
two groups: 

(i) / T / ending and, (ii) non-/ T / ending 
(i) / T / Ending feminine nouns: 


j 


' ^ i t * 

c£ If 


cat 

mare 

grand mother 

aunt 

girl 




r- r"' 

1 


0 


\Jy' 

* • 

bell 

boat 

window 

chair 

footwear 

% 

V 

J- 



J;fc' 

Delhi 

river 

cap 

stick 

vehicle 





oy/> 


almirah 

Story 

Hindi 

English 


(ii) non - / T / ending feminine nouns: 

Some feminine nouns end in consonants and some in 
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vowels like / a / and /Q/. 


(a) Consonant ending feminine nouns: 



x/ 




/r 


ball 

book 

nose 

woman 

eye 






Jr 


date 

pocket 

shop 

picture 

fire 



4 


viyj 

ijtj 



police pencil 

wall 

ground 

(b) 

/ a / ending feminine nouns: 





0 

u; 


fy: 



Ganga Yamuna 

small box 

bitch 

wind 

medicine 

(c) 

/ u / ending feminine nouns: 





ri}j 

V/. 



y 


name of a fish wife daughter-in-law hot summer wind 

2.1.4 Types of Nouns _ 

Nouns can also be divided into proper and common 
nouns. 

2.1.4.1 Proper Nouns 

Proper nouns are a class of nouns that identify 
personal names, place names and proper names of other 
things and objects and phenomena etc. 

(i) Proper nouns as names of human beings: 

UjIj 

Hamid Ram Ahmed 


Radha Sara 
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Shabnam Iqbal Ghalib Hina Rashid 
(ii) Names of places etc.: 






Jama Masjid 

Dim 

Char Minar 

Taj Mahal 

lU 


Uy 

,/r 

Birla Mandir 

Yamuna 

Narmada 

Agra 


2.1.4.2 Common Nouns 

A common noun can be broadly divided into countable 
nouns and non-countable (ones having mass) nouns. 
Countable nouns refer to those things which are separable 
and are also countable. These can be preceded by numerals 

such as: 

'one' 

'two' 

'three' 

etc. Countable nouns can further be divided into human, 
non-human, concrete and abstract nouns. For example: 



MASCULINE 

FEMININE 

HUMAN 


cl 


uncle 

aunt 

r'.i 


by' 

boy 

6 > 

girl 
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NON-HUMAN 




dog 

cat 


li/ 



cock 

hen 

CONCRETE 


if/ 


fan 

chair 


iShjj 

6/ 


gate 

window 

ABSTRACT 


Jm 

0‘ 


quarrel 

laughter 



Jr 


revenge 

happiness 


2.1.5 Number and Cases 

Nouns show number in Urdu, i.e., they can be singular 
or pltiral. Nouns, both feminine and masculine, may show 
different forms in different situations in sentences. 

Plural forms in Urdu occur in three forms and let us call 
these forms. Form 1 (direct). Form 2 (oblique). Form 3 (Form 
of address). 

Nouns in Form 1 are normally 'subjects' (doer) of 
sentences and those nouns that are normally followed by a 
postposition are always in Form 2. The term postposition will 
be explained later on, nevertheless, elements like 
(from/with) c^(in), yj»(above) etc. are called 
postpositions (for details see the Unit on Postpositions). Form 
2 (oblique forms) are normally second or the third noun in a 
sentence, e.g. 
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C^) ) ^ 

The uncle sees the boy. 

^ (uncle) is in Form 1 and<i—is in Form 2 and is 
followed by/ (at), a postposition. Form 3 (form of 
address) is normally the same as Form 2 as in^^’ 

Zl/' (you boy). 


2.1.5.] Singular nouns: case forms 


Form 1: 
Examples: 


Nouns as part of subject. 


^ Of 

The boy plays. 




( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 


The child eats a mango. 

The nouns (boy) and (child) belong to Form 1. 
Form 2 ; Nouns as part of object (oblique). 


Examples: 

Nouns in Form 2 (oblique case) are always followed by 
a postposition such as: 

^ ^ y / 

of from on on 

Look at the sentences below: 

Give the mango to the boy. 

/ ^ (4) 

Take the book from the child 
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Here the nouns <^-^(boy) and ^ (child) belong to 
Foiin2. Look at the sentences below showing nouns in 
Form3. 

Form 3: Noun as part of object (direct). 

Form 3 (singular) is the same in the nt^ms ending in / S / 
as in the case of Form 2 (singular) ^ (say to 

the boy) and (you boy!). The word in 

both the expressions is the same though it has different 
flmctions. However, in the non-/ a / forms there is no 
difference between Form 1, Form 2 and Form 3 in the 
singular, e.g., 

^ Ji/ r 6‘-> 

The girl eats a mango. 

d- (3^ P 

You tell the girl. 

W I-T f') 

0 girl! Eat the mango. 

in Form ^ is a form of address. Words like 
(monkey), (jt (barber) etc. do not show different forms 
for Form 1, Form 2 and Form 3. 

2.1.5.2 Plural nouns; Case forms _ 

The word case refers to the endings that words take 
because of their position in a sentence. The vocative form is 
in the form of an address to another person. 

Let us now turn to the plural forms which are also 
reinesented differently in die three forms. 

Look at the Table below: 


ift 





/ a / ending masculine noun 
Singular 

Plural 

Non-/ a /ending masculine 
noun 

Singular 

Plural 

III - ending feminine noun 
Singular 

Plural 

non-/ T /tending (/ a /-ending) 
Feminine noun 

Singular 

Plural 

Consonant ending feminine 
noun 

Singular 

Plural 

Your attention needs to 


Forml 

Form2 

Fonn3 

(Direct) 

(Oblique) 

(Vocative) 




boy 

boy 

boy 


ij/^ 


boys 

boys 

boys 

/ 

f 


J 

y* 


home 

home 


> 


— 

homes 

homes 



y 


girl 

girl 

girl! 

UU.' 


r 

girls 

girls 

girls! 



i 

- 

bird 

bird 



oiZ 

— 

birds 

birds 





book 

book 

- 




books 

books 



be drawn to the forms of the 
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masculine nouns which are slightly 

different: 


Forml 

Form 2 

Forms 

Consonant ending masculine 

noun: 

JM 

JM 

Singular monkey 

monkey 

monkey 

n.. . 

Plural 

monkeys 

monkeys 

ijA. 

monkeys 

/1 / ending masculine noun: 



Singular 6'^ 

Jt 

Jt 

barber 

barber 

barber 

Plural Ji: 

' '♦'f 

-tr t 

barbers 

barbers 

barbers 

/ u / ending masculine noun: 



Singular 



clerk 

clerk 

clerk 

Plural 



clerks 

clerks 

clerks 

All the above examples do not end 

in /a/. 



Examples: 


fi/ tU" ^‘J 

i, 

Form 1 (Direct) 

(1) 

The boy eats food. 



}} i 

Form 2 

(2) 

Give food to the boy. 



ijjie ■ ^ 

Forms 

(3) 

Boy! write quickly, 
t/? Z»l/ 

Form 1 

(4) 

The boys eat food. 

Direct plural 
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« et/ / 

Form 2 

(5) 

Give food to the boys. 

Oblique plural 



Form 3 

(6) 

Boys! write quickly. 

Vocative plural 


tu \S^ 

Form 1 

(7) 

The girl eats food. 

Direct 


ti/ / iS^ 

Form 2 

(8) 

Give food to the girl. Oblique singular 


/ ii>lf !(/>' 

Form 3 

(9) 

Girl! write quickly. Vocative singular 


jt Jl/ tu" 

Form 1 

(10) 

The girls eat the food. 

Direct 


V L*U^ / 

Form 2 

(11) 

Give food to the girls. 

Oblique plural 



Form 3 

(12) 

Girls! write quickly. 

Vocative plural 


^ iZ 

Form 1 

(13) 

The bird picks the grain. 

Singular 


j.* zh / iZ 

Form 2 

(14) 

Give grain to the bird/birds. 

Oblique singular 


Jt Jv Zh {J^Z 

Form 1 

(15) 

The birds pick the grain. 

Direct plural 


)) zh y utZ 

Form 2 

(16) 

Give the grain to the birds. 

Oblique plural 


^ X 

Form 1 

(17) 

The table is small. 

Direct singular 
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Form 2 (18) 


)) /Cj / 


Place the table. Oblique singular 

Form 1 

Of% UX 


The tables are small. 
)} /j / sj>X 


Direct plural 
Form 2 


Place the tables. Oblique plural 


(19) 

( 20 ) 


Carefully look at the forms of the nouns and the verbs in 
the above examples. You can also notice that the gender and 
the number of the noun controls the form of the verb. This is 
called Subject -Verb agreement, i.e., the gender and 
number of the noun provides the verb with a different 
shape. For example: 

^ i:\/ ^ 

The boy eats an apple. 

cfiLi/ L:> (22) 

The boys eat apples. 

^ Jl/ ^ (23) 

The girl eats an apple. 


It can be seen that / a / and III ending in the singular 
ending masculine nouns give an / a / and 1x1 ending to the 
main verbs respectively. Additionally, (is) is nasalized to 
Ui (are) in the plural. However, singular and plural feminine 
nouns give only mill ending to the main verb and (is) is 
nasalized to t^(are) in the plural. Therefore, it must be 
remembered that in order to form a sentence in Urdu, we 
must first know the gender and number of the noun in the 
subject. 
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Self - Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify the nouns in the sentences given below and 
write them in the space provided: 

^ flf jlJL >1^ (a) 


a/' j/y' (b) 



<1. wlX 

4 •• • 


(c) 


^ 


(d) 

Fill 

in the blanks with proper masculine forms 

from 

amongst the words given below: 








^ < . 


(a) 


. ^ 


(b) 


luC .i. . 


(c) 


lU^ . 


id) 


IT J- . 


(e) 


ll/. . i. 


(f) 


3. Fill in the feminine forms from amongst the words 
given below: 
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viyj ijjf JiJ 


^ . 6 (a) 

^ ^ . Jt>' (b) 

JT y c3>. (c) 

. 6 ^/ (d) 

4. Choose the masculine and feminine words from the 
ones given below and write them in the space 
provided: 

\s/ 

^ (i/ (i ^IfL 

masculine form :. 

feminine form :. 

5. Identify the proper and the common nouns and write 
them in the space provided: 

^ tfy »/T (a) 

proper noun :. 

common noun : 

^ (jUjfty i3 (b) 

proper noun :. 

common noun :. 

^ CL.JM (C) 

proper noun :. 

common noun: . 


A A 















(d) 

proper noun:. 

commonnoun: . 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Write five sentences using masculine nouns ending 
with /a/: 

0 / Df ^ 

2. Identify feminine nouns in the sentences given 
below and write them down: 

li>' t/! (a) 

(/ (^iX (b) 

^ J'i (c) 

^ (3l^ Jb i- l/jb (d) 

3. Make five sentences using abstract nouns given 
below: 

Jl/ JU (/ jU^ (// 

4. Write the plural forms of the words given below: 

fj/ wix (i j-/ 
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Unit 2 

Pronouns 

Structure 


2.2.0 

Objectives 

2.2.1 

Introduction 

2.2.2 

Pronouns 

2.2.3 

Personal Pronoims 

2.2.4 

Demonstrative Pronouns 

2.2.5 

Reflexive Pronouns 

2.2.6 

Relative Pronouns 

2.2.7 

Indefinite Pronouns 

2.2.8 

Interrogative Pronouns 

2.2.9 

Oblique Forms 

2.2.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully, you should be able to 

• identify the pronouns of Urdu 

• know the different forms of the pronouns 
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understand the different functions of the pronouns 

recognise the forms of the pronouns in the direct and 
oblique cases. 


2.2.1 Introduction _ 

In this unit you will come to know about the pronouns 
of Urdu. You will find that pronouns perform various 
functions. They refer to people and to things. They can be 
used for pointing towards others or towards one's own-self 
They can be used to ask questions or even to just relate 
sentences together. The pronouns, though important, are few 
in number because they are a closed class of words. 


2.2.2 Pronoun _ 

The term 'pronoun' refers to a word which can be used 
as substitute for a noun or a noun phrase. The word pronoun 
is pro+noun which means for a noun. This word which 
substitutes a noun or a noun phrase is seen to perform 
various functions. For performing different functions they 
have been given different names such as Personal pronovms. 
Demonstrative pronouns. Reflexive pronouns. Indefinite 
pronouns and Interrogative pronouns. 

Personal pronouns have different shapes in Form-I 
(direct cases i.e, as subject not followed by a postposition) 
and Form-2 (oblique cases - i.e, as subject when followed by 
a postpostion). Let us look at each of these sub-categories of 
the pronoun. 

2.2.3 Personal Pronouns _ 

When pronouns refer to persons, either speakers (1st 
person), hearers (Ilnd person) or other persons (Illrd person) 
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then these are called personal pronouns. The personal 
pronouns of Urdu are the following; 

I we you/thou you (polite) 

ts he/she they this those 

Read the dialogue below: 

(j \S <L / iX 

Ahmed: Have you read the Urdu book? 

Sara: Yes, I have read this book. 

» ^ wlX ^ ^ 

Ahmed: Now you give this book to Sarla. 

^ (J? ^ ..1^ y 

4 r ^ 4y • •• 

Sara: She has already read this book. 

2^ D wlX (/ (i/l> 

Can you bring a book of poetry? 

if (jU iA ‘U{ 

Ahmed; Yes, 1 will bring a book of poetry. 

You can see in the above dialogue that the pronoun »i 
(he/she), (you), jt (I) are used by bU- (Sara) and 

^i(Ahmed). In the dialogue pronoun ^ (you) sometimes 
refers to -rf((Ahmed) and sometimes to Sara. It should be 
kept in mind that while a noun such as a proper noun always 
refers to the same person or thing, the same pronoun can 
refer to various persons etc. in different contexts. Further the 
form of the pronoun for both the masculine and the feminine 
genders remains the same. Read the table of the personal 
pronouns below: 
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Person 

Singular 

Plural 

Honorific 

Fiist(I) 



- 



(^ 0 ) f 


Third(III) 


\J^) . 

63 


(i). i'* (we) is also often used for (I) by authors, 

editors and even in colloquial speech. 


(ii) . y(thou) is used in prayer and in conversation with 

small children and with intimate friends. When used 
in anger it expresses disrespect. 

(iii) . f^(you) can refer to one or more than one person. 

The word (people) is often used with it in the 
plural. It is generally used to address the familiar 
equals. 

(iv) . wl^(you) is a polite form for both the singular and 

plural second persons and sometimes for thirds 
person . 

(v) . ti (he/she) can refer to third person singular or plural 

and is also added as a polite form. iJV (people) is 
often used with it in the plural. 

2.2.4 Demonstrative Pronouns _ 

Pronouns which refer to or point towards things or 
persons are called demonstrative pronouns. In Urdu 
demonstrative pronoun ^ (this) refers to proximate things 
persons while n (that) refers to distant objects, persons. 
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(2) Read the dialogue below: 


^ s' 
What is this? 



This is a book. 


What are these (things)? 
These are books. 

\/ If 

i ** 

What is that? 

^Iff If 

That is an inkpot. 
What are those (things)? 

01 {j!hf If 

Those are inkpots. 

C^/ If 

Who is that? 

0 If 

i 

He is a boy. 

(i^) 0 ^ »•» 

Who are those (people)? 


U> » 
Those are boys. 



Who is he? 
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^ ^/C s' 

He is my friend. 

The pronouns used in the dialogue are called 
demonstrative pronouns. The form of these pronouns, i.e., ^ 
and IS is similar to the form of the personal pronouns 
indicating 'he', 'she', and 'it'. These are Form 1 pronouns, i.e., 
when they occur in the subject position. 

When the demonstrative pronouns are followed by a 
postposition like / (to), ^ (of) and etc, i.e, when they are 
in Form 2, they have separate singular and plural forms. The 
singular forms are Wl (this) and (/( (that) and the plural ones 
are cJl and c/(, e.g.: 

(3) Read the dialogue below: 

ft (/! 

What is his (this person's) name? 

^ ji'f ft ^ 

His name is Ahmed. 

ft ^ j'f 

What is his (that person's) name? 

ft K' c/' 

His name is Mohan. 

^ / Ui 

What are these called? 

cif / di 

These are called clothes. 

^ 

What are those called? 
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Lff :f J.<> / tt/f 

Those are called shops. 

In plurals too (Form 2) the demonstrative pronouns 
cannot be followed by a noun. So 

l/ i- oA 

is replaced by 

l/ L. 0^^ di 

These people said. 


2.2.5 Reflexive Pronoun _ 

A Pronoun which refers to a preceding pronoun in the 
subject in a sentence is called a reflexive pronoun. 

(4) Read the dialogue below: 

?£,/ 4 . 

How wi 11 you do this work? 

t )p' ija M 

1 wi II do this work myself. 

^ t<( y j/ ('IT 5- f 

It will be good if you don't do this work yourself. 

Notice the pronoim )} and refer to and f 

respectively or to the logical subject of the sentence. 
These are called reflexive pronouns. These are used 
to indicate when someone does something on one's own 
without help from anyone else. 


I jl 

^ It ^ 

myself I 

,f I 4 i-' j 

yourself you 
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( 

yourself 

you 

/ wT i-i 

? tP 

wT 

yourself 

you 



yourself 

you 

/ wT 

*s 


himself/herself/itself 

he/she/it (near) 

t V 

t) 

himself/herself/itself 

he/she/it (at a distance) 


themselves/they 

2.2.6 Relative pronoun 


A pronoun which refers to an immediately preceding 
noun or a noun phrase is called a relative pronoun. 


(5) Read the sentences below: 

iT t/vbs Jr. I? / cL (j! 

I was talking to Hamid who will go to Banaras tomorrow. 

The white car which is parked there is Hamid's. 

Notice that the pronoun iJ(who) in sentence (1) and 
»i(that), r (which) in (2) refer to a noun. In sentence (1) 

r is equal to >*lir(Hamid) and in sentence (2) n . r 

refers to a ^ (J \Sj^ ^ (white car parked there). 
These examples show that the pronouns used here can 
refer to a noun or a sentence or even a noun phrase. The 
fimction of these pronouns is to introduce an attributive 
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subordinate (relative) clause. Such pronouns are called 
relative pronouns. The form if occurs in Form 1, i.e., 
when it is not followed by a postposition. The form of the 
relative pronoun in form 2 (oblique case) is one which is 
followed by a postposition like ^ and etc. Look at the 
table below: 



Form 1 

Form2 

Form3 

Singular 




Plural 

i: 


L, 


Examples: 

^ n yi at/ ^ t/* 

The book that you are reading is very good. 

^ c-oj ts wlX ^ 

(He) who has written this book is my friend. 

^ ^ /i •( 

The book which you have mentioned is very interesting. 

^ T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

At what time will those whom you have called come. 

<r ^ Kii /-‘-A r-'« i-oA’- 

The turn of those who had filled the forms has come. 


2.2.7 Indefinite Pronouns 

Pronouns which represent a person or thing without 
specifying gender or number are called Indefinite 
pronouns. 

There are two pronouns J/ and wT which refer to a 
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person or thing without showing any gender or number 
distinction. Such pronouns are called indefinite pronouns. 

Look at the sentences below: 

^ T {}/ 

Look, someone is coming. 

(/t C jf 

He has nothing with him. 

As a pronoun J/ means 'someone* and jC means 
'something'. In a negative sentence J /means 'no 
one' and means 'nothing' respectively, e.g.: 

ii- J/ (Jljs; 

There is no one here. 

< J /, „ w 

He will do nothing. 


2.2.8 Interrogative Pronouns _ 

Pronouns which serve to introduce questions are called 
Interrogative pronouns 

(7) Read the dialogue below: 

n 

Who is he? 

M ts 

* • 

HeisSajid. 

t/ tTt ^ C/' / 

But what does he have? 

Jfli' t/L ^ t/* 

He has a lot of papers with him. 
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Notice that in the dialogues there is a iHX}noun c^/(who) 
and ^(what). These pronouns are used for introducing 
questions. These are called interrogative pronouns. As a 
pronoun ^(what) means 'what' and (who) means 'who' 
The Form 2 of , i.e., before a postposition is as shown 
below: 


Forml Form2 

Singular C// 

Plural \J' 

Examples: 

lT wir 5. (1) 

Whose book is these? 

r / ^ (2) 

Whose clothes are these? 

^ (3) 

Who have broken so many cups? 

w (4) 

Who is he? 

V (5) 

Who are these? 

2.2.9 Pronouns: Direct and Oblique forms _ 

So far you have looked at pronouns in the subject 
position which are not followed by any posqx)sition. Such 
pronouns are said to be in the direct case. Pronouns occuring 
in the subject positions which are followed by postpositions 
like / (to) and 41 ^ (from) are said to be in the oblique case. 
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In Urdu form of some pronouns vary in the two cases. 
(8) Read the dialogue below: 




(6) 

You wi 11 not be able to do this work alone 


/ 

J' ^ 

(7) 

We all will collectively do this. 




(8) 

Why brother, can't you rely on me? 


ijjh 6 ^ 


(9) 

^ 6 ^ 




No, I can rely on you, but its responsibility lies not only on 

you but on all of us. 

Noti^ce that the pjonouns (/ l^(our/ours), 
(your/yours), i^(you), ^(me), f'* (we/us) are some 
of personal pronoun forms, which are used before 
postpositions like f ^ / and d.-. These forms 

belong to Form 2, i.e., they are oblique forms. In order 
to have a look at what happens to direct pronouns 
») <? ‘ 1 ^ let us compare the forms given below in 


order to understand their oblique 

forms: 

Direct 

Oblique 

First Person Singular(l/me) 



First Person Plural(we/us) 



Second Person Singulatfyou) 

y 


Second Personsingularand Plural(you) 


( 



Third Person Singular(he/she/it) dL 

ntird Person Plural(they/them) nL 

It may be noted that the personal pronoun 
which is used as a polite form for the singular second person, 
as well as for the second person plural, has the same form 
when used before the postpositions: 




r 




# 



If 


The form of shows a pattern similar to those of first 
person and second person plural pronoims and ^ whose 
forms also remain unchanged in the direct and oblique cases. 


Self -Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify pronouns in the following sentences and 
Avrite them in the space provided: 

(Jrr (a) 


IJ y / IC n (b) 


Jt ( (c) 


Cj? »)j\f (d) 


2. Fill in the blank with a suitable pronoun: 


iT i,t . (.) 

jt (jC . (b) 
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C'’lf . (c) 

^ vUL J' J" ^ . (d) 

3. Identify the demonstrative pronouns' and write them 
in the space provided: 

(Jl/" JjT t) (a) 


lT c/" s' (b) 


2 ^/ \/ ti (c) 


2LT tf£.> (jljs: ^ ^ (d) 


4. Fill in the blanks with demonstrative pronouns: 

^ . (a) 

cT X . (b) 

^ (/< >. . (c) 

2^j i/<.4? ^ (^) 

5. Identify the reflex tive pronouns and write them in 
the space provided: 

ijyt \j ^ (a) 
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if lT ? (b) 

T T T I 


iC. ^JJ> if 6-^ (c) 


tIfT c^/£ if ( J (d) 


6. Complete the following sentences with interrogative 
/indefinite pronouns: 


{jf - 

. Uh 

(a) 

. 

../ 

(b) 

^ . S 

wCr jt 

(c) 

^ r. 

4 •• 

. . 

(d) 


Sample Exercise _ 

1. Complete the sentences by choosing an appropriate 
pronoun from amongst the pronouns given below: 

I <1^ • <1^ 

tl/ < d<. (a) 

(4 (T ^ (/(. (b) 

. (c) 

£ ^ . (d) 

^ l^i \J^ ^ c/“ . dl (e) 

2. Identify the demonstrative/interrogative pronouns in 
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the sentences given below: 

Z-T (Jl{C (/ M (a) 


\/ \/ ,) (b) 



If U^sf ^ s' 

(c) 


(Ji 0} 

(d) 

Identify 

the pronouns in the following sentences 

and underline them: 



^ ^ ir>' W 

t y 

(a) 


Z_l/ 

(b) 


^ blrt 

(c) 


tT y 

(d) 


if (jJU yUL j/U lA 

(e) 


^ L> j./ cTI J 

(f) 


Jyi \,j ^ '<:>'» ^jlp 

(g) 

Fill in 

the blanks with the appropriate direct 

or 

oblique form of pronouns: 



^ cr> »v(. . 

(a) 


^ cTy 6^. 

(b) 


X- Cl' y y. 

(c) 


C* i/ . 

(d) 


tw Jit Ji' L cl' . 

i • ••• 

(e) 


i}tt kS-ITlli c:^ ^ ijt . 

(0 
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Unit 3 

Adjectives 

Structure 


2.3.0 

Objectives 

2.3.1 

Introduction 

2.3.2 

Adjectives 

2.3.3 

Attributive and predicative adjectives 

2.3.4 

Two basic types of adjectives 

2.3.5 

Derived adjectives 

2.3.6 

Direct and oblique forms 

2.3.7 

Degree of comparison 

2.3.8 

Pronouns and adjectives 

2.3.9 

Adjectival clauses 

2.3.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you should be able to 

• understand the category known as adjective 

• identify adjectives in sentences 

• know the various forms of adjectives 

• see pronouns functioning as adjectives 

• perceive the structure of participles 
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2.3.1 Introduction 

Adjectives are modifiers or qualifiers of nouns. In Urdu, 
adjectives sometimes change their shape depending on their 
position in a sentence. This unit will focus on adjectives in 
the context of their shapes and grammatical positions. Some 
other categories of words like verbs, nouns and pronouns 
which also function as adjectives will also be dealt with here. 


2.3.2 Adjectives 

Adjectives, you already know, modify nouns and so 
they are the first part of a noun phrase. In a sentence the 
position of adjectives is mainly before nouns but they can 
also occur after nouns, where they are postioned along with a 
verb in a phrase as we shall see in this section. Some 
adjectives also show agreement with nouns in terms of 
gender and number while some others do not. Words from 
some other categories like nouns, verbs and pronouns can 
also function as adjectives. At the end of the unit, you will 
read about adjectival phrases, which are units larger than a 
word and they perform the function similar to that of the 
single words known as adjectives. 

2.3.3 Attributive and predicative adjectiv es_ 

Adjectives can be classified into two classes: attributive 
and predicative. Attributive adjectives are those which occur 
before the noun and predicatives are ones which occur after 
the noun. Now compare the following examples: 

Ifi jfi' 

Sajid is a good boy. 
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^ li* i/t -tfU 

(2) 

Sajid has a blue shirt. 


^ til (i'V > Jii 

(3) 

Saj id has brought a red motorcycle. 


^ I/I Ify' 

(4) 

This boy is good. 


ilc S 

(5) 

Saj id's shirt is blue. 


Jil yy' (/ 

(6) 

Sajid'smotor cycle is red. 



Observe that in sentences (1), (2) and (3) the adjectives 
l/f and Jl< appear before the nouns they qualify, i.e., 
If/ ijj and A* respectively. In sentences (4), (5) 
and (6) the same adjectives occur after their respective 
nouns. While the ones in sentences (1), (2) and (3) are called 
attributive the ones in (4), (5) and (6) are called predicative. 


2.3.4 Two basic types of adjectives 

Notice that while the adjective Ulf(black) shows 
changes according to number and gender l)lf 
(black-masculine singular), If (black-masculine plural) and 

lilf(black-feminine singular as well as plural), the adjective 
Jli (red) does not show any change according to number 
such as J\}{\iL])* (lale),*(jl<(lali). Based on this we can 
classify all Urdu adjective into two types: iJlf(black) and 
J(i(red) type of adjectives. iJlf(kala) adjectives are those 
which show different forms and Jl)(lal) which do not show 
different forms in different grammatical contexts. 

Look at the following sentences: 


64 





Thatcloth is black. 

(1) 

That sari is black. 

(2) 

Thatcloth is red. 

(3) 

^ J./U' Jl) ») 

That is a red sari. 

(4) 

Those are black cloths. 

(5) 

or (jiT uivV « 
Those saries are black. 

(6) 

jr Ju t) 

Those are red cloths. 

(7) 

or UI./U Jii f) 

Those are red saries. 

(8) 


2.3.5 Derived adjectives _ 

Adjectives can also be viewed as ones which are derived 
and ones which are not derived. Those adjectives which are 
not derived may be called lexical adjectives, i.e, they are 
entered in the lexicon or dictionary. The ones which are 
derived adjectives are verbal adjectives. Non derived 
adjectives are like the words (good), U (tall), 

(healthy) etc. On the other hand the derived adjectives in 
Urdu are of t)h constructions and those of the participles. 


65 





2.3.5.1 Oh constructions _ 

Oh constructions may come with a verbal form or 
with a noun, e.g., cX Oh (the day to come). Here lib 
occiirs with (come), a form of the verb tT (to come) and 
the total construction lib i-Tmodifies the noun tX (kal). 
Now look at some more examples: 

(jb (2) (0 

The running vehicle. The working machine. 

(}X (4) ^ ^yi Z./ (3) 

The falling wall. The falling leaves. 

if (6) cT (5) 

The spreadoutclothes. The heated tea. 

Here, we have words like, 

(jb wlX (8) cy/ lib (ivV (7) 

The girl with a book. The woman in sari. 

(/>T lib JI; iX 

The man with the long nose. 

In these examples wlX(book), (/vl^(sari) and ; (nose) 
are nouns. After attaching lib (vala) the total constructions 
become adjectival modifying the nouns (girl), 

(woman) and JjT (man) respectively. 


2.3.S.2 Participles _ 

Let us now look at the derived adjectives called 
participles. A participle is an adjective derived from a verb. 
Participles look or behave like a clause, Notice the sentence 
below; 

ijy, L^yt {Ji 
While giving the fruit Hamida said. 
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In earlier sections you have read that it is only the 
feminine adjectives that do not change form when they occur 
as part of subject without being followed by a postposition 
(direct case) and also when they are part of a noun phrase 
followed by a postposition like /(to). Look at the forms 
below: 

Noun Direct Form Oblique Form 

(masculine) (Form 1) (Form 2) 

Singular (/) 

The good boy. To the good boy. 

Plural i/yjjfy 

The good boys. To the good boys. 
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Here forms like Ui (good) occur only as part of subjects 
in the sing ular and they are not followed by any postposition. 
In the other positions, i.e, when it is followed by a 
postpostion like / (to) it changes to (good). In the direct 
case the plural form is while its plural oblique form is 
j/y. However, in the case of adjectives modifiying 
feminine nouns there is no change of form and only a form 
like Jri (acchi) occurs. Look at the forms below: 


Noun (Feminine) 

Direct Form 

(Form 1) 

Oblique Form 

(Form 2) 

Singular 

(/>* </( 

(/) 


The good girl. 

To the good girl. 

Plural 


(/) 


The good girls. 

To the good girls. 

2.3.7 Degree of comparison 


Normally adjectives show three degrees of comparison: 
simple (positive), comparative and superlative. Notice that in 
Urdu these forms are grammatical, i.e, they dont have 
marked endings except in some frozen forms like: 

lAJ {yi ■ c/'y ji’ />> Jn 

T • T •• T •• • • 

best better good worst worse bad 

^ ^ 6 6 

Ram's shirt is better than Shyam's shirt. 

^ X s' 

This table is better. 

Often (in place of ) is used in the sense of 'good', 
therefore we also ftnd the usage of: 
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7^* 

Much better 


To describe the comparative in Urdu we generally use 
When we use the adjective follows. So the 
construction becomes Noun+<s;^+adjective, e.g.: 

^ J'l M (1) 

He is younger to Ahmed. 

^ (JjfwiX ^ (2) 

This book is better than the earlier one (book). 

In Urdu we also use words like or instead of 
e.g.: 

l/ U> tAj {^ >Ip- (3) 

Akhtar is more educated than Hamid. 

Now notice the following sentences; 

^ [Sti CL, (4) 

Radha is elder to both the girls. 

^ (5) 

Radha is elder of the two girls. 

Notice that the first sentence indicates an absolutive 
structure referring to ail the girls around (two of them) while 
the second indicates amongst the two girls. 

Superlatives are described by using e.g. 

^ ^ ^ ( 6 ) 

This is the best house. 


2.3.8 Izafat _ 

Urdu has borrowed some forms from Persian where the 
adjective is placed after the noun and the two are joined 
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together by a /-e-/ or aJ-yc-/ sound. This joining of the noun 
with the following adjective is called Izafat, which is shown 
by a diacritic mark called zer or kasra (.). Look at the 
examples below: 


Form with Izafat 


Form without Izafat 


4 i/ 

i/ 4 

a good man 

a good man 


V 

golden period 

golden period 



sorrowful heart 

sorrowful heart 


/t* 

dark night 

dark night 


2.3.9 Pronouns as adjectives 

Some pronouns forms are also used as adjectives. The 
important categories which have shapes like the pronouns 
are demonstrative and indefinite adjectives. 

Demonstrative pronouns, as has been mentioned in the 
Unit on Pronouns (2.2), have the form ^ (this) for 
proximate he, she, it and t) (that) for the distant Tie, she, 
it’. Look at the sentences below: 

^ Lu 41 ir^ ^ 

This boy has brought one book. 

^ Jii ^ix 4 w 

That girl has brought one book. 

The demonstrative adjective (this/that) are always 

followed by a noun like (boy/girl) etc. 

Similarly, the indefinite pronoun forms like J/ and 
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also function as adjectives when they modify a noun 
with an indefinite niunber meaning 'some' or 'any', e.g.: 

^ lT J/ i. wT 

Some person has come to meet you. 

^ A 

I want some books. 

The form J/ and in the setences ajjove express the 
idea of 'some' and they modify the nouns u and 
respectively. 


2.3.10 Adjectivals _ 

Adjectival function is also performed by dependent 
clauses. Dependent clauses are structures like a sentence 
which depend on another sentence or clause for their fuller 
meaning, e.g: 

^ X/ 04 ' (^) 

The children areplaying in the ground.He is looking at 

the children. 

0* ij^ 0^ 0'-^ ^ X ^ ^4 (2) 

He is looking at those children who are playing in the groxmd. 

Here Ol J/u: is the dependent clause 

which qualifies the noun o4 (children). 


Self-Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify the adjectives in the sentences given below 
and write them in the space provided: 

\‘x. Jo (a) 
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{ji ^ ^jj. (b) 

0? ^ ^ ^ '-4 (c) 


2. Fill in the blanks: 

^ .(«) 

^ oC LJ^- .jifU* (b) 

J jH UiZ . A' 

U? 2-U> Jt>( c/>^- ^ (ji iu'. (d) 

3. Underline the Simple/Comparative/Superlative 
degrees in the sentences given below: 

-f S' (a) 

^ (J* ijf tjt \Ji ijyi (^1 (b) 

ul ^ U3 t/' (C) 

^ (> C/^ ciT^ ‘f' 4' <• S' (d) 

4^ti ^ >1^ (e) 

4. Give the comparative and superlative forms of the 
given below words and make sentences with them: 

)£ t jck • ‘ ‘ * w/ 

5. Add the forms cib <^b <llb to a noun and also 
make appropriate changes, if any, in the sentences 
given below: 
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^ iSyf- 


(a) 


y cll6 . (b) 

/ JU/ Jii Jt . (c) 

sLi fj ^ ij?i (3>C 6^ (d) 

(^Z-Zf^ir . (e) 


Sample Exercise 

1. Use adjectives in the comparative degree in the 
below given sentences: 


^.^ d'l; t/* C/\i ^ (a) 

. /• A (y» (b) 

.u/ dl?'A (c) 

^ . ^ (d) 


2. Complete the sentences and underline the adjectival 


phrase: 

c/ UirVh c/>^-. (a) 

Ui W-/1 S . (b) 

liJ' i- (JPjU w( 7. (c) 
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(d) 


Jbs 

3. Use the following to make sentences in the 
comparative degree : 

# 

4. Make sentences with the given below adjectives: 

4 ^ X' 0^ 

5. Give the comparative and superlative forms of the 
adjectives given below and use them in your own 
sentences: 

U.X 'C wt/ 

6. Make ten sentences using the following: 

(jb l)lj Jff 
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Unit 4 
Numerals 


Structure 


2.4.0 

Objectives 

2.4.1 

Introduction 

2.4.2 

Numerals 

2.4.3 

Cardinals 

2.4.4 

Ordinals 

2.4.5 

Multiplicatives 

2.4.6 

Fractions 


2.4.0 Objectives 

If you read this unit carefully, you will be able to 

• know the major types of numerals 

• understand how numerals function as adjectives 

• distinguish between cardinals, ordinals and 
multiplicatives 

• recognise the important functions of the numerals 

2.4.1 Introduction __ 

Numerals are a uniform group that designate numbers. 
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quantities and other countable divisions. This unit will define 
numerals and see their function in sentences. Also different 
sub-classes of numerals like cardinals, ordinals and 
multiplicatives will be made clear with appropriate examples. 

2.4.2 Numerals _ 

Numerals in Urdu are a class of words which ^e mainly 
adjectives in expression like c/j vU (four days) 

(three fold profit) etc. There numerals refer to numbers, 
quantities and other units which are countable. Sometimes a 
few numerals also function as indefinite pronouns, e.g, 

(all), tSfC (much), iC (some) etc. The numerals can be seen as 
deflnite as well as indefinite. The definite numerals refer to 
numerals such as (ten), vU (four), «j!?(twenty) etc. The 
indefinite numerals are general in nature such as referred by 
(several), ^i/(few) etc. However in this unit 
we will focus on definite numerals which have the main 
sub-groups as cardinals, ordinals, multiplicatives and 
fractions. 

2.4.3 Cardinals _ 

Cardinals are subsets of numerals which refer to basic 
numbers like (one), «(two), ctt" (three), r' (hundred) etc. 
These arc adjectives of Jl) type because they do not show 
gender agreement, e.g.: 

three chairs three tables one mare one horse 

(one, is singular and the rest are plurals. The form of 
these numerals does not change due to gender or its place in 
the sentence, i.e., while modifying nouns, e.g.: 

One boy is studying. 
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Call one boy. 


2.4.4 Ordinals __ 

Ordinals are a subset of numerals which refer to a 
position or a part of something. 

The first four and sixth ordinals are: 


ly 

r 

^4 



IL' 

sixth 

fourth 

third 

second 

first 


in the remaining Jh is added to any numeral to convert 
it into an ordinal: 

U^jr" 

hundredth twenty Hrst tenth seventh fifth 

These ordinals are of the (black ) type for they 
change according to number and gender. Look at the 
examples below: 





i/uir 

black cat 

black cloth 


black cloth 





tenth girl 

tenth boy 


tenth boy 

2.4.5 Multiplicatives 

Multiplicatives are also a sub group of the numerals. 
These are formed by adding one of the following: 

l/ 




times 

times times 

times 

times 


(i) Size or quantity is generally denoted by using 
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after a numeral: 

four times three times two times 

(ii) Frequency (how many times) is denoted by using 
t^/ or A after the numeral 

Jl* A 

first time first time once 


(iii). Folds or strands in garments etc. are denoted by 
forms such as: 


/ */r" 
two fold (m/f) 

three folds (m/f) 


single fold (m/f) 
foin folds (m/f) 


Self - Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify cardinal numbers in the sentences given 
below and underline them: 

{jf ^ wlX c/’ (a) 

c/j j^A (b) 

(ibs tT (c) 

iJX y j [f'\ \^i (d) 

^3H JU” tj\^ iL. ^ (e) 

2. Write the subcategory of numbers in the space 
provided below: 

... u \jX ** (®) 
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. ^ c[y (b) 

. ^ M ‘i- </' (c) 

. S u^^lA cAj S ^ i—M (d) 

.f- 4-^-> Ij? ^y£ (e) 

3. Identify ordinals in the sentences given below and 
make your own sentences with them in the space 
provided: 

^ X/S »vU lij^ y >-U (a) 


ij- J\jf. Jt \f'\ i/i} (b) 


S' ^ t> (c) 


^ C/j s' 2^ (d) 


t'jij tf/T S' \:)\^j {jy^ (e) 
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4. Underline the multiplicative numerals in the 
following sentences: 

J' (a) 

^ \/j / Jt L, j^\ (b) 

Oyt A d' Jjt ^ (c) 

Jit ^ Ji Jt (d) 

\ff ifiii bO f'b (e) 

5. Make sentences with the following words: 

Ji ‘A tS/'ii ‘b^ \Ji 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify cardinal numbers in the sentences given 
below and write them down: 

Jt <^/ A <^/£ (a) 

iJt ^ i»j\ tJj^ J"' $si)f ^ jtt (b) 

^ ^ C Jft ^ jCt cfijjt (c) 

c? c/J t/t Jt4 (d) 

^ ^ t/j tT ^ (e) 

2. Make five sentences using cardinals. 

3. Make sentences with the following ordinals: 

{Jty^ Jhy’ U'4'i ^ 

4. Make sentences with the following multiplicative 
numerals: 

UjT li- Jui 

(3(^4 i/5T 
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Answers to Self - Check Exercises _ 

Block II 

Unit 1 

(1) (a) (b) (c) (d) 

(2) (a) (b) (c) (d) M 

(e) LfU (0 r' 

(3) (a) (b) hj (c) (d) Sy 

(4) masculine fonns; ^ 

feminine froms: ‘Ji >iJjC 

(5) (a) conunon noun : (b) common noim; 

proper noun: 9^' proper noun: <tj.) 

(c) conunon noun: (d) common noun: 

proper noun : proper noun: >1^ 






L 

Unit 2 


(1) 

(a) 


(b) 

93 

(C)(^ 

(d)(^ 

(2) 

(a) 

9S 

(b) 

( 

<c)t<: 

(dY' 

(3) 

(a) 

9} 

(b) 


(c) ti 

(d)e' 

(4) 

(a) 

93 

(b) 


(cle- 

(d)f^ 

(5) 

(a) 

ik 

(b) 

r' 

^J(c) j/ 

(d) 

(6) 

(a) 


(b) 

J/ 

(Olf 

(d) t/ 
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Unit 3 

1. (a) 13: (b)c^i {c)U^ itjt 

2. (a) dti (b) (c)l/ (d)y^t 

3. (a)/ir^ (b)c^>^»-/ (c) tP {^)^y c'l'j 

(e) ^ ‘^1 

4. c^y <s^ <y ‘c£y l^( < y f'*! < c/y ♦yw/’ 

c/y jc Je <c^y ‘y y?!: » c^y <}»jkj>i 

5. (a) Db (b) Db c^US (c) Ub Lt 

(d)«Lb6'74S< (e) ^hL,/^ 

I Unir4 I 

1. (a) i\ (b) (c) ob (d) ^ y (e) »>/ 

2. (a)ordinals(b) ordinals (c) ordinals (d) multiplicative (e)ordinals 

3. (a) (b) ^/)} (c) O^rui (d) (e) (Jry 

4. (a)<^/tf(b) l//(c)4/ (d) > (e)l/j 
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Block 111 


In this block you will study about the verb forms of 
Urdu language. The verbs are an essential part of the verb 
phrase of a sentence. They change their shape according to 
the person, number, gender of the noun and also according 
to the tense, voice and mood etc. The terminology needed 
for characterising the verbs will be explained and appropriate 
examples will be provided to highlight them. This block will 
consist of the following units: 

Unit I Present and past (simple, continuous and 
habitual) subjunctive and the future tense 
forms. 

Unit I The Perfective forms 

Unit III Verb form in conditionals, presumptives and 
impersonal sentences and modals. 

Unit IV Transitive, intransitive, derived transitive and 
causative forms. 

Each unit will be followed by a self-check exercise 
which you are expected to complete after reading each 
section. The key to self-check questions is provided at the 
end of each block. This will be followed by a set of sample 
questions to which you will write your answers on a separate 
sheet of paper and send it to NCPUL. A glossary of the 
words used in the examples and exercises is given at the end 
of the book. 
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Unit I 

Present and Past (Simple, Continuous and 
Habitual) Su b j unctive and Future tense forms 


Structure 


3.1.0 

Objectives 

3.1.1 

Introduction 

3.1.2 

Verb forms according to gender and number 

3.1.3 

Present and past tense form of tn 

3.1.4 

Present continous and present habitual forms 

3.1.4.1 

Present continous 

3.1.4.2 

Present habitual 

3.1.5 

Past continuous and past habitual 

3.1.6 

Future tense 


3.1.0 


After reading this unit you will be able to know how the 
forms of the verb are affected by 

• gender and number 

• simple present and simple past tenses 

• present and past continous tenses 

• future tense 


84 




3.1.1 Introduction _ 

The verb is a crucial constituent of the verb phrase. You 
were told in Unit I of Block-1, that the verb phrase is 
equivalent to the predicate of a sentence. It consists of the 
verb along with its markers of mood, aspect, tense, voice, 
number and gender and also items belonging to the 
categories of modals and adverbials; 

4 T r * 

Ahmed is reading a book. 

Ahmed isrunning very fast. 

In the first sentence ^\j is a verb phrase where 

wlX is an object (noun) and is the verb form. In 

the second sentence; ^ c<< is the verb phrase 

where serves an adverbial function and 
is the verb form. 

The objects are nouns or pronouns. Here we shall focus 
on the verbs which are always crucial for the sentence. 

In this unit we shall focus only on simple, continuous 
and habitual forms of the f>resent and past tenses along with 
the subjunctive and the future tense forms. 

3.1.2 Verb forms according to gender and number 

The verb in Urdu agrees with the subject in gender and 
number. Let us look at the following forms of l^(to 
move/walk): 

T are markers of tense as well as gender: 

Feminine/ Masculine Person 
cfe / ^ I go 

(jj / Ilf y you go 
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/ 



he/she goes 


/ 



we go 


/ 


you go 

(jil* 

1 

/ 

J2. 

r 

y' 

you (polite) go 


/ 

Js. 

T 

dJ 

they go 


3.1.3 Present and Past tense forms of 

Urdu verbs can be conjugated for present, past and 
future. Let us first look at the present and past forms of tj^(to 
be). Next we will look at the subjunctive. 

The present tense (forms) of agree with the 


subject noim 

Singular: 

or pronoun in person and number: 


1st person 

(jjt jf: 

I am 

(masc/fem) 

lind person 


you are 

II II 

Illrd. person 


she,he,it is 

II 11 

Plimil: 

1st person 


we are 

(masc/fem) 

Ilnd person 

dl r' 

you are 

11 II 

Illrd. person 


they are 

II II 

The past 

Singular: 

tense forms of ti? is Look at the following 

1st person 


I was 

masc/fem 

find person 

J ! e-^‘^ 

you were 

If II 
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Illrd. person 

{f ! Q t) 

he,she,it was 

tt It 

Plural: 

1st person 

J ! e.f> 

we were 

masc/fem 

Ilnd p>erson 


you were 

tt tt 

Illrd. person 

J ! £. 

they were 

ft tt 


J u „ 


The form of the subjunctive mood of agrees with the 
subject noun or pronoun in person and number. The 
subjuctive mood is used to express a doubt or possibility. 


Here, the first porson forms are identical to the 

present tense 

forms. 




Singular: 

1st porson 


I may/should 

move 

(masc/fem) 

Ilnd pjerson 

Js-y 

you may/ 
should move 


Illrd. porson 

93 

he,she,it / 
should move 

r /") 

Plural: 

1st porson 


we may/ 
should move 

(masc/fem) 

Ilnd person 


you may/ 
should move 

("/") 



tt tt 

(" / ") 

Illrd. person 

9 ) 

they "/" move 

(.. ! 
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3.1.4 Present habitual and present continuous 
forms 

The habitual present describes actions or states which 
occur generally. In this the verb root is suffixed with the 
imperfective marker t, Z. or (j and the present tense 
helping verb is used. Let us look at the habitual present tense 
form of tU (to go). 

Singular: 


1st person 

ijyi t'lf 

I go 

(masc.) 


m 

\Jyt (3u ^ 

I go 

(fern.) 

Ilnd. person 


You go 

(masc.) 



You go 

(fern.) 

nird. person 

^ IrU $» 

i ♦ 

He/ It goes 

(masc.) 


a- JU »» 

She/ It goes 

(fern.) 

Plural: 

1st person 

u! f 

we go 

(masc.) 



we go 

(fern.) 

Ilnd. person 


You go 

(masc.) 


yt f 

You go 

(fern.) 


^ Z.U 

You go 

(masc.) 


Jl (3(r 

You go 

(fern.) 

Illrd. person 

Ui Z-U M 

They go 

(masc.) 


Jt Ju M 

They go 

(fern.) 
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Examples: 


^ (3^ t/)/ 4r ^ (1) 

Our class commences at 9 o'clock. 

Z-if f jtoK:/ (2) 

We go to Shimla in summers. 

\/ j)j /t f ( 3 ) 

What do you do everyday? 

The present continuous tense describes actions in 
progress. Here the basic verb (root) is followed by or 

and by the helping verb of tyi in the present tense. The 
verb agrees with the subject. Let us look at the present 
continuous forms of tif (to go). 

Singular: 


1st. person 

\Jyi if (J^ 

1 am going 

(m) 


{Jy: (J^j if ijt 

I am going 

(f) 

Ilnd. person 

yt \J^j\fly: f 

You are going 

(m) 



You are going 

(0 

Illrd. person 

i * • 

He/It is going 

(m) 


4 ^ * 

She/It is going 

(f) 

Plural: 




1st. person 


We are going 

(m) 


If 

We are going 

(f) 

Ilnd. person 

yi £^j U / 

4 • 1 

You are going 

(m) 


3^ 

You are going 

(f) 


89 



Illrd. person 


Example; 




You are going 

(m) 



You are going 

(f) 


U •i 

They are going 

(m) 


[Jt *i 

They are going 

(0 


it* 

/ J^\ 

(4) 


Ahmed is 

now going home. 




Ji C>i {/t 

(5) 


At this time I am reading a bcxdc. 



\Sj l/ tl/ 

LC jsi 

(6) 

Radha and Seema are having their meals. 



3.1.5 Past habitual and past continuous forms 

The past habitual describes actions or states which 
usually occur in the past. Here the basic root is suffixed with 
the imperfective marker t*, 2L or (j. The past tense of the 
helping verb is used and the verb agrees with the subject. Let 
us take the example of tif (to go). 

Singular: 


1st. person 

(rif 

I used to go 

(m) 


(/ Jif t/i 

I used to go 

(0 

Ilnd. person 

You used to go 

(m) 


You used to go 

(f) 

Illrd. person 

VtrU 

• 

He/It used to go 

(m) 


/ (iu.. 

She/It used to go 

(f) 
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Plural: 

1st. person 


We used to go 

(m) 



We used to go 

(f) 

lind. person 

i. -Lif 

You used to go 

(m) 


i/ ik f 

You used to go 

(f) 


^ wT 

♦ ? 

You used to go 

(m) 


Jif wT 

You used to go 

(f) 

Illrd. person 

•• ^ * 

They used to go 

(m) 


jf (jif tj 

They used to go 

(f) 


Example: 

4? Ju « (1) 

Two years ago we used to live in Delhi. 

tr/ ('li' J/'* Ju ^ (2) 

Last year I used to work in a school. 

uf d'^j ^ < yjkO' ^ (3) 

Earlier girls used to stay at home. 

The past continuous tense refers to actions or states 
which were in progress at a point in the past. The form of the 
verb is root \j or + past tense of the helping verb. 
The verb agrees with the singular forms. 

Singular: 

1st. person Jf If 1 was going (m) 

0 (j'v (f I was going (f) 

Ilnd. person You were going (m) 

You were going (f) 
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Illrd. person 

Iv U ai 
- ‘ ♦ 

He was going 

(m) 


0 Cf-' If 

She was going 

(f) 

1st. person 


We were going 

(m) 


if 

We were going 

(f) 

llnd. person 


You were going 

(m) 


uf ^ 

You were going 

(f) 


‘ ♦ T 

You were going 

(m) 


{jlf i^J If W ^ 

You were going 

(f) 

Illrd. person 

^ U ds 

- ‘ 

They were going 

(m) 


ijf \^J If di 

They were going 

(f) 

Example: 




1? Ifj 

f \J* 


(1) 


Yesterday at this time, 1 was travelling in a bus. 


^ y 1^ c)i ^ ^ (2) 

On this day last week, we were climbing a mountain. 

c/ (/‘V / S (/ (3) 

Yesterday at this time, they were studying for the 
examination. 

3.1.6 Future tense forms _ 

The Future tense is formed by adding iT, ^ or S to the 
subjunctive form of the verb. The future agrees in shape with 
the number and gender of the noun or pronoun. Let us look 
at the future tense form of t;lf (to go). 

Singular: 

1st. person f jt I will go (m) 

S iji\f jt I will go (f) 
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Ilnd. person 


You will go 


(m) 


Sic If 

You will go 


(f) 

lllrd. person 

f M 

^ ♦ 

He will go 


(m) 


S 

She will go 


(f) 

Plural; 





1st. person 

£- ur> f 

We will go 


(m) 


i Ji'f f' 

We will go 


(f) 

Ilnd. person 

L%-( 

You will go 


(m) 


S 5> ( 

You will go 


(0 


• <5f 

You will go 


(m) 



You will go 


(0 

Illrd. person 


They will go 


(m) 


tT tiTif 

They will go 


(f) 

Example; 






iT 

./r J 


0) 


1 will go to Agra tomorrow. 




J jicr 


(2) 


We will buythe books tomorrow. 


^ u:> 

M. Jt' jCs 

ij^ »» 

wl 

• 

(3) 


Now they will come after a year. 


Self-Check Excercise 

1. Identify the tense in the sentences given below; 

^ (a) 

i: j/ ^ 0>) 

\j / ii (c) 
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(d) 

2. Fill in the blanks using the verb phrases given below: 

it. / Iff Jt £. / I'lT 

C..J \f £- l/ tl/ ^ C^J {^f 

i • i t ^ 

./ Jii/ (a) 

.^ ^J'y kJP »» (b) 

. >S f (c) 

. f c5i i/» (d) 

.(e) 

.^ t» (f) 

. it- ^ (g) 

3. Make sentences with the following verbs/verb 
phrases: 

t. {j[ \pj)^ ^ y 

Sample Excercise _ 

1. Identify the form of the verb in the given sentences 
and write them in the space provided: 

f- cL^jj, (/I fjfl' (a) 
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t/ jt {/I 


(b) 


iT ^if f'l?' 6'* (c) 


2. Make fifteen sentences (simple , past, present and 
future) from the following infinitives; 

^ tu 

3. Complete the sentences using present/past 
continuous verb forms. 

. ijt vUL 

.i/i 

.Jh 

. i) 

. 

./I? t/''* eX 

. (X (J“ 
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Unit 2 

The Perfective Verb forms 


Structure 


3.2.0 

Objectives 

3.2.1 

Introduction 

3.2.2 

Present perfect form 

3.2.3 

Past perfect form 

3.2.4 

Perfective participle 


3.2.0 Objectives _ 

After reading this unit you will be able to understand 
and recognise the forms of the 

• present perfective 

• past perfective 

• pofective participle 

3.2.1 Introduction _ 

The perfective tenses express actions or states which 
were completed or occurred once in the past. Their structure 
is a perfective participle followed by an inflected auxiliary 
verb. 

In the non-perfective tenses the verb agrees in number 
and gender with the subject noun or pronoun, e.g., 
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(/ ^if vijL kr (1) 

Seema will go to the market. 

if yi;L (2) 

Ahmed will go to the market. 

Notice that the verb form in the above agrees with the 
subjects, i.e., y^Uwith LC and lf£-lf with In the 
perfective tenses the agreement depends on whether the 
verb is intransitive or transitive. You know that transitive 
verbs take objects and intransitive verbs do not take 
objects. If the perfective tense has an intransitive verb it 
agrees with the subject, e.g.: 

i/ (3) 

The boy went home. 

if ik (4) 

The girl went home. 

In the above sentences the verb agrees with the subject. 
This is because thome) is an adverb for it answers 
the question (where has he/she gone?). 

However, notice the following sentences. 

u, L. L') (5) 

The boy drankthemilk. 

»}i) 

The girl drank themilk. 

Here the verb ^ (drank), agrees only with the object 
a>})} (milk) in both the sentences and the object which is 
preceded by i- is in Form 2 (oblique case). Also notice that 
if the object is followed by a postpostion, generally / (to ), 
then the verb takes the masculine singular form, e.g.: 
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wCr i. u: (7) 

I read the book. 

f i- j. ® 

I read the book. 

uCi / ^ (9) 

Ahmed sawthe girls. 

In the last two senteces the verb (read) and (saw) 
are in the masculine form. The objects preceding them 
and 0^^ are both feminine and are preceded by It 
is the postposition ^ (to) in such cases that makes the verb 
masculine singular. In a transitive verb in the perfect tense 
the rules of agreement are as follows: 

(i) . If there is a noun in Form 1 before the verb, then the 

verb agrees with the noun in number and gender. 

(ii) . If there is no noun before the verb or no noun in 

Form 1, then the verb remains third person singular 
masculine. 

In the perfect tense the perfective is used as above, i.e., 
without any helping verb. Perfect tense shows the completion 
of an action at a point in the past, e.g.: 

IC* (10) 

The boy went to see a film. 

l/ ('IT i- (/I (11) 

He did the work quickly. 

3.2.2 Present perfective forms _ 

The present perfect tense depicts an action or state 
which is completed in the past at a very near point in time to 
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the present and which may still affect the present situation. 
Hence the perfective form of the verb is followed by the 
present tense auxiliary. Let us look at the (vesent perfect 


form of tif (to go). 
Singulars: 


1st. person 

0^ ^ 

I have gone 

(m) 


(J.K 

I have gone 

if) 

llnd. person 

X {fit iC f 

You have gone 

(m) 


Ji 

You have gone 

if) 

lllrd. person 

if $i 

He has gone 

(m) 


^ {f t3 

She has gone 

(0 

Pliuals: 

1st. person 

ul iL f 

We have gone 

(m) 



We have gone 

(0 

llnd. person 

X £ p 

You have gone 

(m) 


S ( 

You have gone 

if) 


jt iC 

You have gone 

(m) 


u-.'f 

You have gone 

if) 

Illrd. person 

{Ji if t) 

They have gone 

(m) 



They have gone 

if) 

Examples: 


9- 

\/ b' 



He has gone to Banaras today. 


^ ll/ tl/ u: (2) 

Today, 1 have not eaten food. 

^ L (/I (3) 

He/She has read the book. 
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3.2.3 Past perfective forms 


The past perfect depicts an action that was completed in 
the past. Here the perfective is used along with the past tense 
of the helping verb. The verb agrees with the subject if the 
verb is intransitive, or it agrees with the direct object if it is 


transitive. Let us look at the past perfect forms of tU (to go), 
Singulars: 


1st. person 


I had gone 

(m) 


t/ if jt 

I had gone 

(0 

Ilnd. person 


You had gone 

(m) 


Jfl£.£ 

< You had gone 

(f) 

Illrd. person 

\X 9) 

He had gone 

(m) 


\f fi 

She had gone 

(f) 

Plurals: 

1st. person 


We had gone 

(m) 


f- 

We had gone 

(0 

Ilnd. person 

£ ? 

You had gone 

(m) 



You had gone 

(0 



You had gone 

(m) 


uf \f 

You had gone 

(0 

Illrd. person 

£, £ t) 

They had gone 

(m> 


uf if n 

They had gone 

(0 

Examples: 


^ tT 


(1) 


He had come home on Eid. 


/ (jl/ i, ji (2) 

He had eaten much sweets at Diwali. 


too 


L~ ^ \Jl ^ ( 3 ) 

We all had sungthe songs in the last function. 

3.2.4 The form of the perfective participle _ 

The perfective participle is formed by adding the suffix 
L « I or to the root, e.g.: 

tO (to stop) KS (stopped) 

(to hear) ^ (heard) 

The singular masculine perfective form of the word tC 
is i$S and the plural masculine is The feminine singular 
form is and the plural form is ijij. When the suffix <... /a/ 
is added to the /a/ ending roots a/ -y-/ is inserted, e.g.; 

LU' (eaten) L.+U^ (eat) 

Lr' (sleep) t.+r' (sleep) 

1^ (drink) <.+(^ (drink) 

However, a root ending with J /i/ when joined with +ij 
remains the same (J sound, e.g. 

(drank) <- (drink) 

Self - Check Exercisse __ 

1. Identify the forms of the verbs in the sentences 
given below; 

^ lli »>ir c- j^j\ (a) 
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^ ^ ^ f*iA (c) 

^ (d) 

f- Jl> J/ i- (e) 


2. Fill in the blanks by choosing a verb form fit>m the 
following: 

//T 

Jl> » iT Ji/ 

. y »» (a) 

. lT cX (b) 

.tT ^ (c) 

.If >U (e) 

. l^C^h 1 (0 

3. Make sentences using the present/past perfect form 
of the following varbs: 

fcX A 1^ yi' tu 

tyt jfy' cJ^ 

4. Underline the present/past forms or perfective 
participles in the following paragr^h: 

Ujr' -? tX ti» -X uljfjy »> ^ / »£/b 

{^i tjhjj taiVt 
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^ (/< / Bi? / (jyw yjl (j> 

(Jj jX’ Jy >j( Jiir c^i <L (/• 

s' y X % JW ^ 

jI: ^^J^P / G 4 >r (j! X 

iT ^if t5-> c/* 

Sample Ex ercise_ 

1. Identify the form of the perfective tense in the 
following sentences and write them down: 

ly 4 / J 5 i> I 4 I >*u (a) 

^ € b' ^ (b) 

> V (Jt! >L^l iC (/ (c) 

^ • •• 

fjf ^ (d) 

^ »te, (f >-^ (e) 


2. Conjugate the following verbs into present and past 
perfectives and make sentences with them: 

< * b/' ‘ 

3. Complete the following sentences: 

. X» (a) 
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. jt M (b) 

.iX c^jL/ (c) 

. ^ ^1 ^ i/ ^ Ul (d) 

.»XT j/L^ Zl i}U( ^j\fl iJh S (e) 

4. Identify the intransitive verbs in the following 
sentences and write them down: 

(a) 

^ wlT (b) 

t/ tX ^ ci* (c) 

Jy V (d) 

(X (i‘-> J* (e) 
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Unit 3 

Verb Forms in conditional, presumptive, 
imperative, impersonal sentences and modals 


Structure 


3.3.0 

Objectives 

3.3.1 

Introduction 

3.3.2 

Verbs in conditional sentences 

3.3.3 

Verbs indicating presumptives 

3.3.4 

Verb forms indicating inner feelings, order, 
request and politeness 

3.3.5 

Modals 

3.3.6 

Verb form in impersonal sentences 


3.3.0 Objectives __ 

If you read this unit carefully you will be able to know 
the iise and form of 

• verbs in conditional sentences 

• verbs in imperative sentences 

• verbs in impersonal sentences 

• modals and the forms of verbs when used with 
modals 
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3.3.1 Introduction _ 

The verbs generally show different forms in different 
constructions. They can also manifest similar forms in 
different constructions, e.g. the future tense of the verb form 
can be used in the conditional or the imperative form can be 
exploited for giving orders, making requests or for being 
polite. These forms along with the form of the modals will be 
explained in this imit. 

3.3.2 Verbs in conditional sentences _ 

Conditional sentences in Urdu consist of two clauses: 
an A (if) clause (condition clause) and a y (then) clause 
(result clause). Clauses are units like sentences, though they 
are not independent units like sentences. Look at the 
sentences: 

< -i< iJi „ yi O 

If he comes 1 will give him the book. 

Here the clause is iT »> and i clause is y 

i ijij wix 

If conditional sentences use the future tense or the 
subjunctive in the clause then the future tense, the 
subjunctive or an imperative can be found in the P clause, 
e.g.: 

yi Ji? y LJ 
If you work hard you will definitely succeed. 

£ ijr ^ ? Otl, /t 

If you wish we wi 11 ail go together. 

If you come here then speak in Urduonly. 
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If you have the time then come with me. 

The clause can also contain a perfect tense like 
etc. e.g.: 

If Ahmed comes then we will all go together. 

^ ^ O' ^ 

If we get a car then we would not go by bus. 

All the above sentences refer to a 'possibility' of 
occurrence. However, if the imperfective participle IT is used 
in both the clauses then the full sentence expresses 
conditions which cannot be fulfilled, e.gs.: 

tiJ Jt J } Jt /\ 

If 1 were rich 1 would live in a palace. 

t/ ji s/' t>r JL Jf S 

If 1 were in your place 1 would never have refused. 

This sentence can also be interpreted in terms of the 
past: Had I been in your place, I would never have refused. 

3.3.3 Verbs indicating presumptives _ 

The presumptive sentences are used to express 
assumptions. In Urdu the future tense of tjt , the future 
imperfect, future continuous and the future perfect forms are 
used to express assumptions, e.g,: 

^ nLJ >Si< O^ if (1) 

(I siqipose) Now-a-days the fees in the schools are very high. 

fjf If y-T U ti (2) 

(I suppose) That tall boy must be your friend. 
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ft (/l ts (3) 

He will be on his way now. 

Ahmed is Hamid's friend, he must be helping him. 

£ U>r If £\ wT 

You may be going alone. 

T Citif wlX ^ Zl 
The book must be coming for you from Japan. 

£ \jy^ £ yi \J^ 

You must have passed the exam. 

L jyi ^li u-lX ciLIf ± Zl wT 
Father must have brought books for you from Japan. 


3.3.4 Verbs indicating inner feelings, orders, 

_ requests and politeness _ 

The subjunctive is used to express the inner feelings of a 
speaker. It may be used in Urdu to make suggestions : 

Should we go out. 


Used as polite expession : 


i/r »•( 

Please come in. 


( 2 ) 


Used for expressing possibility : 

^ ft y ^ y: 

It is possible that he may not come. 
Used for expressing necessity : 
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h> » J' ^ , W 

It is necessary that he should study well. 

The imperatives are used to express order or requests 
and hence have only second person forms corresponsing to 
the y (you) / (you) and wT (you) pronouns. Compare the 
following forms : 


IV III 

II 

I 


(You eat) 


1/ 

y 

(Youmove)j. ^ ^ 

^ ( 

J? 

y 

(You go) 

% ( 

u 

y 

(You do) ^ ^ 

( 

/ 

y 

(You give) 

- ( 


y 

(You drink) ^ ^ 


i. 

y 

Notice that in 1, the basic root of the verb is used, e.g., 
If (go) from tlf (to go): 

U 

• 

Ok. 

y 

(5) 


You go away from here. 

This form is used in situations of intimacy or contempt. 
In II ) is added to the root giving us, e.g., 

% ^ Ulst: f (6) 

You go away from here. 

Also notice that in the case of (give) » + t = . So 

also is the case of 2- + i where we get (take). 

In III ^ is added to root like to give us 4--'^ 
However, there are irregular forms like. 
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do (polite) 

^+4 drink (polite) 

These function as polite forms. 

IV is a case of extreme politeness or courteousness, 
where if is added to the derived form of III. Thus, 

(it (7) 

Please have water. 

if w I (8) 

Please do have water. 

3.3.5 Models _ 

The ability of the speaker is expressed through another 
set of helping verbs called 'modals*. The modal verbs in Urdu 
are mainly and tt , trU. The main verb always occurs 

in its root form with the modal verbs in the cases shown. 

(to be able to go), fc^lf (to have gone), tt (to be able to do). 
The main verbs here are in their root forms. The modals agree 
in number and gender with the subject and are followed by 
other helping verbs carrying tense such as ^ (is), (/(was), 
etc. However, in the case of CtU (to want/desire) the main verb 
occurs in the infinitive form, e.g., ^^tU (should go), ^Utt 
(must meet). Briefly, let us look at these modals or helping 
verbs. 

is the helping verb which carries the meaning of 'to 
be able to' or expresses the 'possibility of an event', e.g.: 

UiT 1^^ J? U! w' f- 'X 0) 

My foot is alright,! can (am able to) walk now. 
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^ ( 5 ^ tjiii ( 2 ) 

The two armies are face to face, war can break out. 

is a helping verb that expresses the completion of an 
action (to have finished doing): 

(j? T (3) 

The train has come. 

(/^ (j?T [Sjt 7 ^ f «r^ (4) 

When we reached the station, the train had already arrived. 

tl as a helping verb also expresses the possibility of an 
action (be able to). In certain cases it is also used in negative 
sentences, e.g.: 

^ J/ Jt 41 (5) 

It is difficult to play in such a weather. 

L.i ^ d' {f- jy' Jt ^ (6) 

There was so much noise in the function that 
(I/we)couldn't hear anything. 

{ J/ ^ S' ^ (7) 

He is injured, he will not be able to play tomorrow’s 

match. 

is a helping verb that expresses (advice), e.g.; 

tjy (Jljt: / (8) 

You should stay here. 

»j\ ^ w-' (9) 

You should learn Urdu. 

Notice here that the main verb occius in the infinitive 
form before Further if the infinitve is intransitive, as in 
the first example above, then it ends with t . If a transitive 
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infinitive occurs then it shows agreement with the preceding 
noun,' hence, since s)J is feminine in the second example so 
the infinitive ends in (} . However, t is also in usage with 
the feminine noun like iivi. 

3.3.6 Verb forms in impersonal sentences 

Impersonal sentences in Urdu are types in which the 
verb agrees with the direct object of the sentence while the 
subject of the sentence is followed by a postposition, 
generally /. Compare the sentences: 

^ t/ i-X Ly. Jj S (1) 

The child likes colourful toys. 

ySj ^ ^ ( 2 ) 

Colourful toys are pleasing to the child. 

The above first sentence is a personal sentence where 
the verb ^ agrees in number and gender with the 

subject .^(baby). In the second sentence the verb agrees 
with the object Jtj. 

Impersonal constructions consisting of an infinitive and 
^ (is), an inifnitive and express necessity and 
advisability respectively, e.g.: 

f- tif Jj (3) 

We have to go to Delhi. 

wlT ^ ^ (4) 

We all should read this boook. 

Also sentences with inifinitive+ (read) express lack 
of choice e.g.: 

^ 4- ^ ^ f (5) 

We all will have to study for the examination. 


112 




^ ^ ^ ( 6 ) 

1 had to study this book for the sake of poetry. 


Seif - Check Exercise _ 

1. Ck>mpiete the following sentences: 

...tU ^ n A (a) 

.^ (b) 

.t-lf J' ^ Jtff S' C^l y'l (c) 

. Ji " jA Jjf»} ..^0‘T wi/ 6/1' /t (d) 

.^>(rt Jh A (e) 

2. Make ten sentences using conditional, presumptive 
and modal forms. 

3. Identify the modals in the sentences given below: 

U 14 / (^ (-S' (fy/' 1^1 »i ^ JljC {/» t/ ^ (a) 

LI ^ c- (/^ »i / ^ \j yt A ) jA (b) 

"i L L'^ (c) 

OLi y \J^) .f y i/ lyj i^A (d) 

2^ J ^ yt ; 2-lf < ^ disf^ A (e) 

4. Make ten sentences with the help of the following 
verbs: 

Cil/J'u <ti Jy ‘lAjf ‘tf/ ‘fc^ T 

t/b< 
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Sample Exercise _ 

1. Fill in the blanks: 

. (a) 

.(b) 

CJ l/ tl/ . (c) 

f If »j (/* j/i . (d) 

. (}yt ij} J’ Ij^ (^1 <L- jI?'! c^M (e) 


2. Make ten sentences using presumptive and 
impersonal forms. 

3. Identify the form of the verbs in the sentences given 
below and make your own sentences using the same 
verbs: 

h f /C ^ ^ (a) 

Irif # 7^ ./ y Jlf J Ti (b) 

d / Jj? Ji^ ^ (/( y t>r liX s) A (c) 

yi i ^ ^ ^ clJ ^ \iP (d) 
Ul l^h ^ XL (e) 

if ^ y £ (ir / wT y< (f) 
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Unit 4 

Transitive, Intransitive, Derived transitive and 
Causative froms 


Structure 


3.4.0 

Objectives 

3.4.1 

Introduction 

3.4.2 

Transitive and Intransitive forms 

3.4.3 

Derived transitives 

3.4.4 

Causatives 

3.4.0 Objectives 

If you read this unit carefully you will be able to know 


• the distinction between transitive and intransitive 
verbs 


• the derivation of some transitives from intransitive 
forms 

a the formation of causative verbs 


3.4.1 Introduction __ 

The verbs reveal two basic categories of transitive and 
intransitive forms, as has been pointed out in Unit - I of 
Block - I as well. These two verb forms shape the sentences 
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differently. This is because while transitive verbs take 
objects, the intransitive verbs do not take object. Moreover 
some forms of the transitive are derived from the intransitive 
verb and the causative verb froms are derived from both of 
them. In this unit you will read about the transitives, 
intransitives and causatives with appropriate examples. 


3.4.2 Transitive and Intransitive forms 

There are mainly two types of verbs in Urdu, 
Transitive verbs and Intransitive verbs. Intransitive verbs 
do not take objects (see Unit-1). In transitive sentences the 
focus is on the doer of the action and in intransitive verbs the 
focus is on the overall result, e.g.: 

^ ^ j-i (I) 

Ahmed eats an apple. 

^ vir ( 2 ) 

The apple fell. 

In the first sentence < 2 - ft/ (eats) is a transitive verb so 
it needs (apple) as its object. The focus here is on what 
Ahmed is doing. In the second sentence the verb form 
fl/ (fell) is intransitive and so it needs no object. The focus 
here is on what happened to Ahmed, that 'Ahmed fell'. 
Intransitives generally express 'unintentional' actions, e.g., 

^ (3) 

The apple slipped from Ahmed (unintentionally). 

It has already been mentioned in Unit-1 that the 
intransitive verb agrees with the subject in all its tenses. The 
transitive verbs agree with the subject in the non-perfect 
tenses, i.e., in the perfect tense the subject is followed by the 
postposition i- and the verb agrees with the object(Form-l) 
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(see Unit-1), e.g., 


Jl/ Si I, (4) 

Ahmed ate one roti. 

^Here the verb agrees with the number and gender 
of Jiv. which is singular and feminine. Notice also that the 
action could be intentional, it is however not unintentional. 


3.4.3 Derived Transitives _ 

In Urdu the transitive and intransitive verbs are closely 
related. Transitives are formed from intransitives in ways 
discussed below. 


(i) If the intransitive root is a single syllable with a short 
vowel and a consonant at the end then, I... / a / is 
added. See set I & II below: 
t+l I II 


tr 


'be made' 

tik/ik 

'make' 

r 

$ 

'be saved' 

r r 

'save' 


J? 

'move' 


'cause to move' 


J'i 

'rise' 


'lift'/raise 


In set-I verb is intransitive while fe the transitive form, 
is created by adding /5/ bs <— l+c^. Similar is case with other 
forms, examples: 

, , h,/ Intransitive (1) 

^ CU 

Food is being cooked. 


^ (jSy fe t/ hi' 
Sara is cooking the food. 


Transitive 


( 2 ) 


(ii) If the intransitive root has a long vowel and it ends 
in a consonant, then the vowel is shortened and an / 
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a / is added to form the transitive, e.g., 

I II 



to dry 
up 


to dry 

bJy. 

to speak 

tit" 

to call 

t-c? 

to sit 

tUs 

to make sit 

i/u 

• 

to wake 
up 

tiCt 

to awaken 


If we remove the infinitve marker t- in the two sets then 
we will get form like <— etc. Notice that the root 
long vowel /u/ is shortened to /u/ and an /a/ is added at 
the end to get the transitive form. In other cases a long 
/T/ or long /a/ are shortened to i or /T/ and a or /a/ 
respectively with an /a/ added at the end. However, in 
the case of fcV(to speak) and (to sit) long vowels lot 
and /ai/ have the shortened forms /u/ and /i/ respectively. 

Examples: 

^,/Inlnmsitve) (3) 
Raj sat in the class. 

ilA f i. £,1. 

Raj seated his friend in the class. 

Similar would be the case with other examples. 

(iii) When the final vowel in the intransitive root is short 
and the root ends in consonant then the i... ( a - ) is 
infixed with the final vowel, thus making it long. 
The forms with changes (sometimes with changes in 
the vowel) are like the following; 
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Inifinitive 

1st. (root) 

Ilnd. 

Derived Infinitive 




i>ir 

to be cut 

be cut 

cut (something) 

to cut 

tid 


(Jli* 

b^K;- 

to come out 

come out 

take out 

to take out 

ti/ 

y 

J/ 


to open 

open 

Open 

to open 


(itself) 

(something) 

(something) 

bC 

Jj 

yjlj 

b^v 

to stop 

stop 

Stop 

to stop 

(itself) 

(itself) 

(something) 

(something) 





to be pierced 

be pierced 

pierce 

to pierce 

bC 



lx- 

r 

to be sold 

be sold 

sell 

to sell 


Under sets 1 and II you can see the lengthening of the 
vowel while deriving a transitive from an intransitive. 
Notice, however that while a short /a/ is changed to long 
/a/ in the first two examples, the short /u/ changes to 
long /6/ in the third and fourth examples, and a short /i/ 
changes to a long /e/ in the fifth and sixth examples. 
Examples of sentences: 

yjj {f- (intrans.) (5) 

The bus stopped. 

iij ( j‘- L~ (trans.) (6) 

Raj stopped the bus. 

(iv) There are some vowel ending intransitive roots 
where the long final vowel is replaced by a short 
vowel+ll, e.g.: 

Infinitive 1 II Derived Infinitive 

to sleep sleep put to sleep to put to sleep 
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tiv ■ 0J tllJ 

to cry cry make someone cry to make someone 

cry 

In the above examples the final long /&/ sound is 
replaced by /ula/ in the transitive sentences: 

^ r (intrans.) (7) 

The b(w is sleeping. 

^ (trans.) (8) 

Put the boy to sleep. 

Exception: 

Transitive verbs like til (to bring) which do not take L, 
in the perfect tense, e.g.: 

Ill JIO' Jt (9) 
I brought the books. 


3.4.4 Causatives 

Causatives are verb forms that describe a caused action. 
All causatives have transitive forms, hence while the addition 
of f... /S/ distinguishes a transitive, the addition of h ./v3/ or 
ly -/IvS/ marks the causative verbs. Thus we can have: 


Causative 

Transitive 

Intransitive 

tl/: 



to get made 

make 

be made 



tU 

to have taken out 

eject 

emerge 

tiX 



cause to be raised 

Ruse 

rise 
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tl> tit 

cause to be bring together 
brought togellier k. meet 

cause to meet 

lly! UlC* 1^1 jfS (1) 

Ahmed got his house built by the labourers. 

^ ( 2 ) 

(Polite) Introduce me to your fnend. 

Some causatives are derived as mentioned earlier with 
ly such as: 


tijj; ^ 

tl^ <- 


to cause to drink 
through someone 

to cause to drink 

to drink 

else 

t<y; ^ 

tUJ ^ 

tv 

to cause to cry 
through someone 

to cause to cry 

to cry 

else 

<- 

tl^ 4- 

tr' 

to cause to sleep 
through someone 

to cause to sleep 

to sleep 

else 




Examples: 

Ahmed got the tea served to everyone (for drinking). 

^ LT / £, 1 . 

«• m r 

Mother got the chi Id put to sleep by the maid servant 


be available, 
to meet 


121 



Self - Check Exercise 


1. Make transitives and causitives from the 
below-given intransitives: 

itjj <1^ ffc* 

2. Identify the form of the verb in the sentences given 
below and write them in the space provided; 

. Ij »>if U (a) 

. tf (b) 

. ^ \^J ^ f (c) 

. ^ \^j j)3 1/* (^) 

. i/^ y ^IdiX (e) 

3. Fill in the blanks with appropriate verbs: 

. j: }/^ (a) 

.(i>Jf ^ h' Ji. (b) 

. c— jIJi i— ^ >U (c) 

. pi^i/ ^33 ^ jt (d) 

. jt jf' ^ ^0' wi/ >3 (e) 

4. Make ten sentences (five each for transitive and 
intransitive) with the help of the following verbs: 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify the forms of the verbs in the sentences 
given below and write them down: 
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c}/ / <A^>i 4 L £/T (a) 

tl> 1 ^ A ^jI/ (b) 

\)k^J ^ I- -tU (c) 

\/ Jt (d) 

^ i- Jb (e) 

2. Make fifteen sentences using causative/transitive 
forms of the following verbs: 

t/ t/ ^ tr' ti/ 

3. Complete the following sentences: 

.> 1 ^ (a) 

. t'Aij) L~ i*b (b) 

.c/5^< (c) 

.4 (d) 

. yi-yl 6 '^ (e) 

4. Mark the causative verbs in the below given 
paragraph. Make your own sentences by using them: 

j/i' ^ c^( -Ui*. tl/ ^ Coi; J‘€ h" 

(/ 6' / tt/' >•»' / < ^ 

A ^ lr> 

I ^ ** I 1 t V 

(ji 003 (/r ijf i-b/ 

J^b (ji 0^/"* A ^ ^ 0^' 4 i/’ 

tb/ 

I » 
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Answers to Self - Check Excercises _ 

Block III 

Unit 1 

j (a) Simple Past \/ (b) Past continuous 

(c)Present continuous (d) Present continuous yi 

(c)^^v in 

^ ( 0 ^/ 

(g) ^ 



1 (a) I’resent Perfective (b) Present Perfective 

(c) Past Perfective (d) Past Perfective 

(e) Present Perfective 

2 (a)!/# ^ (b)(// 

(c) (d) i; 14 / 

(e) J U' 

^ (iLa ‘l/ J» 

(/ ^If (ij J>i ‘I? 14 ‘Jji! 
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Unit 3 


(a) a ? 

(b) lO« ^ ‘r^CT / cJ'jt 7 

(c) Qllk ^ 

(d)ir (J% l!f Ub /i^i 0^7 

(e) 2^ J* ^ ? 


(a)i;Ul4/ ^ 

(b) U -J 

(c) ^ If yi 

(d) ^ tj 



r Unit 4 i 

(a) transitive 

(b) transitive 

(c) transitive 

(d) intransitive 

(e) intransitive 


(a) Ifj 

(b) 

(c) L.M' 

(d) t<> 

(e) 
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Block rV 


In this block you will study about the postpositions, 
passive construction, simple, compound and conjunct verbs 
and adverbs. Different postpositions perform different 
functions when they join the object with the verb. The 
passives too need to be looked at carefully. The more 
complex verb forms are also being explained here. 
Appropriate examples will be provided for making the 
discussions clear. This block is being divided into the 
following units: 

Unit 1 Postpositions 

Unit 2 Passive constructions 

Unit 3 Simple, Compound and Conjunct verbs 

Unit 4 Adverbs. 

Each unit will be followed by a self-check exercise 
which you are expected to complete after reading each 
section. The. key to self - check questions is provided at 
the end of each block. This will be followed by a set of 
sample questions to which you will write your answers 
on a separate sheet of paper and send it to NCPUL. A 
glossary of the words used in the examples and 
exercises is given at the end of the book. 
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Unit 1 

Postpositions 


Structure 

4.1.0 

Objectives 

4.1.1 

Introduction 

4.1.2 

Postpositions 

4.1.3 

The use of and ./>*< 

4.1.4 

The use of > and 

4.1.5 

The use of iT and / 

4.1.6 

The use of 2- 

4.1.7 

The use of 

4.1.8 

Some other postpositions used with 


4.1.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will be able to 

• know place of a postposition in a sentence of Urdu 

• recognise the different postpositions along with their 
functions 

• understand especially the nature of ‘tT and / 

n know the distinctive use of 
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4.1.1 Introduction _ 

A language like Urdu has postpositions whereas a 
language like English has prepostions. A postposition 
indicates a relation between a noun or a pronoun and another 
noun or pronoun. In Urdu these words are placed after the 
noun or pronoun whose relation is denoted by them with 
another noun etc. since they are postpositions. In English they 
are placed before a noun and hence are called prepositions. 
Look at the two examples below: 

1. English: The book is lying on the table. 

2. Urdu: / y£ 

The book is lying on the table. 

Notice that in the English sentence the word on denoting 
the relation occurs before the noun group the table and 
hence it is called preposition. In the second sentence the 
equivalent word y is placed after the noun X 
hence it is called postpostion. In this unit you will learn 
about the use of important postpositions in Urdu. 

4.1.2 Postposition _ 

You already know that postpositions indicate a relation 
between a noun or a pronoun and another noun or a pronoun. 
The postpositions denote relations between nouns or pronouns 
concerning the basic relations of location. The important 
postpositions are the following: 

of location <Jt <y tytt 

of time 

of relation IT'cT 

In the following sections we will look at the important 
postpositions and mention their important functions. 
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4.1.3 The use of {jt __ 

(iXa) 0*- and />'• (in) indicate location 'where'j^e.g. 

^ I'O to 

Ram is in the room. 

^ \^j V 

The book is in the drawer. 

(b) and »*> are also used to express duration of time, 

eg. 

^ \J^ \:)> »3 

Hamid reached Delhi in two days. 

t yi y>*» C S' (4) 

This work will be done within two days. 

^ (3» t* 

Sabira prepares tea in five minutes. 

(c) can also be used to express 'cost'/'price', e.g. 

^ ^ »)i) /I (^) 

What is the cost of one litre of milk? 

4^ ft (jCJ »3f3 }l 

One litre of milk costs five rupees. 

c/J >r'^ S’ 

This book costs ten rupees. 

4.1.4 The use of J and yti _ 

(a) y (par) can be used to express a point of time, e.g. 

JT ^ ^ ji A' (^) 

The train arrived at ten minutes past five. 
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(b) ^ (par) also denotes location and position, 'on', 'upon', 

'at'. Examples: 




< y 


(2) 

The book 

is on the table. 


i 




(3) 

The cap 

is on the 

head. 



y 


t) 

(4) 

He is 

riding a horse. 


i>r 

y 



(5) 


Ahmed is standing at the door. 

(c) y (par) is also used with object of verb denoting 
mercy, faith, anger etc., e.g. 

X iiy S 4 l/' 

May God's blessings be on him. 

Jr ^ ^ J. (7) 

1 felt much laughter at him. 


(d) On many occasion y)K (on) is also used for 'on', 
'upon', e.g. 


L •* 




y 

k’ 

JL X 

y 

(8) 



1 sat on the 

table. 



yjf 



(9) 

There 

is one 

more flat upon my flat. 


4? 

A 

c 

r 


(10) 


Go and sit on the terrace. 


4.1.5 The use of 

^ ‘lT are a separate type of postpositions. Notice that 
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these three forms are like the three forms of an adjective as in 
(good), (good), L5^l(good) (all meaning good) and the 


form is determined as in the adjectives by the noun that 
follows as in iT f'b'Ram's house'. In this sentence 
^ (ghar) is masculine and hence the use of IJ'. In 
(Ram's shop), (shop) is feminine hence tSis used. 
Similarly inZl ^0 (Ram's houses) andijf^vS Cb(Ram's 
shops) Jlr and iS are in agreement with masculine and 
feminine plural nouns. 


Just as in l)IJ^ (black) adjective where the adjective shows 
through forms as (black), (black), (black) here too 
we have the occurrences of IJ" «Zl <(/. We know that there is 
no separate form for oblique both in masculine and feminine 
adjectives. Hence the ^ forms behave in form exactly like an 
adjective in Urdu. We may formally treat ^as an adjective but 
semantically it is treated as a postposition as it has no meaning 
of its own, and like any adjectival phrase it links two nouns. 
iT forms have no relationship with the verb just as y (par), <L 
etc.do not have. Notice the functions of the ^ forms. 


(a) Possession: 


i 

1/1 

T 

^ >f U 

Sajid's pen is good. 

(1) 


liJU 

Hamid's clothes are clean. 

(2) 

(b) Relation: 

i * 

Rajan's brother lives in Delhi. 

(3) 
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( 4 ) 


^ if' 

Radha's sister lives in agra. 

{Jt 2^j ijt At (3U{ ^ c/^b (^) 

Danish's brothers live in Ahmedabad 

^ {jt ijf' if j^tj (^) 

Rashid's sister lives in Lucknow. 

(c) Material: 

^ 4 IT l-r' (7) 

The necklace of gold (golden necklace) is expensive. 

X iT i// (8) 

The wooden table is beautiful. 

(Jt ^ 

The glasses of silver are cheap. 

(d) Worth: 

(f L~)J (J) 

The cost of the book is ten reupees. 

^4^ tj% 

Get salt for fifty paise. 

Notice now the following sentences for some other uses 
of IT: 

(e) Time: 

IrU ^ (Jb' (^2) 

A child of four years goes to school. 

^ Jt {SJ') if (Jlx (J) if (Jijli (13) 

Farooq has ten years of his service remaining. 
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(f) Dimension/measure/space; 

^ \S ^ jy^ 

* V 

The sheet is of two yards. 

^ lii; c/ij:- it (is) 

A two-room house is vacant. 

(g) Purpose: 

-f- jl ^ kL. ( 16 ) 

Drinking water is clean. 

yC j: <^/ if i-i/ (17) 

Place the food tray in the room. 

(h) Used with nouns denoting characteristics: 

IT Jt / ii- (18) 

A child needs mother's love. 

^ !C (19) 

A dog's faithfulness is well-known. 

^ fy if i/ 

The beauty of the Taj Mahal is unique in itself 

(IV) The use of/: 

(a) / is used in Form 2 (oblique case) when an 

involvement of subject with action is to be indicated. 
Notice in the sentences (1) and (2) the real subjects 
are -tU (Hamid) and JiJ (Khalid) but the agreement 
of the verb is not with them but with the nearest 
feminine noun (hunger) and the masculine noun 
(anger), and this is because the postposition / 
blocks agreement with the real subject, i.e., element 
occurring in the beginning of a sentence. 
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Jjf / ^t, (!) 

Hamid is hungry. 

lT ^ / ji; (2) 

Khalid got angry. 

(b) / used after an object: 

^ bU (^) 

Sara watches the flowers. 

^ iriy’j / (4) 

( 

Ahmed looks for the boy. 

In the above examples when the postposition /occurs 
after the object then the verb agrees with subject in 
number and gender. 


(c) It is also used with the indirect objects: 

it} / t* 

Radha writes a letter to Mina. 

^ 

Mother gives food to the child. 


(5) 

( 6 ) 


(d) Used after nouns denoting time: 

U ^ >(fU' (^) 

Sajid returned home in the evening. 

^ J / W J.>U (8) 

Adil returned home on the second. 

l/ i-T / > K W 

Seema will come on Tuesday. 

Hamid comes at noon. 
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L- is placed after the subject when the verb is perfective 
and transitive in the perfective aspect and the verb agrees 
with the nearest object if it takes Form 1, e.g. 

ti/ ^ kr (i) 

Seema ate an apple. 

4 LC (2) 

Seema drank tea 

Notice in sentence (1) that the verb tU (ate) is in the 
masculine form because (apple) is masculine and is 
in Form 1. In sentence (2) £-U(tea) is feminine Form 1, 
and hence the verb that follows is (^(drank) feminine 
perfect. Further look at the sentences below : 

Utj / 1- hi' O) 

Sara saw Ahmed. 

l/ hi' (4) 

Sara said. 

i. (5) 

Ahmed said. 

Notice that in Lit j / hi' (Sara saw Ahmed) there 

is no noun in Form 1 and hence the masculine singular 
form of the verb (looked) is used. Similar is the case 
with the next two sentences. No noun precedes the verb 
directly and hence if (said) is used. For further details 
compare the following sentences: 

ii/ (6) 

The boy ate. 

iU" i. 

The girls ate. 
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tl/ I, u/)> (8) 

TTie boys ate. 

Notice that whatever is the condition, whether the first 
noun is masculine or feminine, singular or plural and 
since the verb is not preceded by noun in Form 1, the 
Form of (to eat) remains the same in (6), (7) and (8). 
If the verbs is immediately followed by a noun in form 1 
then the form changes as shown in the examples below: 



tA'b xi.' 

• M 

(9) 


The boy said this thing. 


I'i 

^ C'J 

The boy recited this couplet. 

(10) 



(11) 


The girl read this letter. 




(12) 


The girl read this letter. 


The typical transitive verbs which take construction 
are (to read), t^(to write), Cij(to take), j(to give),!^(to 
learn), (to eat), ^(to drink) etc. However verbs like tU (to 
bring), (to forget), bit! (to speak) are exceptions to the 
above since they do not take the econstruction. 

tif jlJL (jUf (^3) 

Brother forgot to go to the market. 

/ JA tU jfJL 1. jot (14) 

Brother forgot to go to the maricet. 

Ifji <1^ jij >0 (15) 

Hamid spoke loudly. 
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( 16 ) 


Hamid told everyone. 

Sentences *(14) and *(16) are ungrammatical and 

unacceptable. 

4.1.7 The use of _ 

is used with duration or starting point of time or place 
at which action takes place. It expresses the following: 

(a) Means or agency: 

^ ^ ^ ^ ( 1 ) 

Ahmed writes with a pen. 

^ ( 2 ) 

Sabira cuts the fhiit with a knife. 

(b) Manner: 

^ (3) 

Hamid reads Urdu with ease. 

i\. / ^ ^ (4) 

Seema could do the work with difficulty. 

(c) Connection/association: 

^ ^ CL, (5) 

The fan hangs from the ceiling. 

111 . J\ c,^ ( 6 ) 

Ahmed shook hands with Hamid. 

(d) Separation/or keep away from: 

f J'V (7) 

The boy fell from the cycle. 
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(i>< (8) 

Save (yourself) from bad company. 

yij ji) ^ j/P (9) 

Keep away from bad people. 

(e) Difference and comparison: 

4 ^ < 3 ; ( 10 ) 

Shahid is elder to Hamid. 

r 6 (11) 

The design of Hamid's shirt is unique. 

It is also used with indirect objects (persons) in sentences 
with verbs of speaking/telling: fc??'(to speak), (to say), 
t^(to hear), e.g. 





(•ly jTi 

Ahmed told Ram 

(12) 


Jl^ 

^ ic 

Seema asked Hina a question. 

(13) 

6 

wcr 


jf u 

(14) 


Hamid took a book from Sajid. 


4.1.8 Some other postpositions used with ^ 

Some other postpositions used with 

v>*i LJ Nvithin/inside' 

^ ^ j^ji ( 1 ) 

The book is inside the drawer. 

'£j\ fciLU' infront; before of' 

^ ^ \J' ( 2 ) 

The car is infiront .of the bus. 
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Zl (// w (3) 

He was standing before him. 

^ C ‘behind* 

^ ^ ^ Mj iTy' (4) 

The boy is hiding behind the wall. 

!/i< 'upon/above' 

Keep the book upon the table. 

^ Zl 'beneath/below' 

^ ^ ^ (^) 

A lion is sitting under the tree. 

J>: Jr” 4r ^ 

The cat was sleeping beneath the bed. 

M Zl ‘after* 

t< J9i ^ LJe ^ j,\e (^) 

Sajid came after Hamid had left. 

Self - Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify the postpositions in the sentences given 
below and write them in the space provided: 

ly \JL jiJi (a) 


^ a/' cJij^ c^r* (b) 
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d4> (c) 


It ('ly* / f'lA (d) 


2. Underline the postpositions in the sentences given 
below and make your own sentences with them: 

..(a) 

. i\/i S' M/ u4' ^ (b) 

. j\^. (}iyi tJh [Sy^ (c) 

.tl> j!^/(d) 

. ^ / jt j! / J" wlir (e) 

3. Fill in the appropriate postpositons in the following 
words: 


f/- 

. . 


(a) 

1/ . 

.(A-. /'I . 

. Ji^' 

(b) 


(jT . 


(c) 


SX- . 

.-/ 

(d) 


Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify the postpositions in the following sentences 
and write your own sentences with them in the space 
provided: 

S" ^ (a) 
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^ <H 4-^ t/ (b) 


s ^ (c) 


f- $wc/ji d/i> {fj^ (d) 


(4 iLif ^l/ w/ f'T j! 4 C c.U'^ (e) 


2. Fill in the blanks with appropriate postpositions: 



.. 


(a) 

4 ^ Jif t- 

. /"■ .JjTf'U J/l>- . 

• SmJ'i 

(b) 


^ . 

. 4' 


(c) 

. 

• JS .C>1 J)f 

. 

.tT' 

(d) 


(3l^ 

. 

■•• Jjf* 

(e) 


3. Use the following postpositions in your own sentences: 
/ tc^ <L^ ty <(/ 
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Unit 2 

Passive Constructions 

Structure 


4.2.0 

Objectives 

4.2.1 

Introduction 

4.2.2 

Passive constructions 

4.2.3 

Passives of compound verbs 

4.2.4 

Impersonal passives 


4.2.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will be able to 

• recognise the passive sentences of Urdu 

• know the verb form used in passives 

• see that passives are impersonal in nature 

4.2.1 Introduction _ 

The passive construction is generally contrasted with the 
active construction in Urdu. The passives describe an action 
expressed by the verb from the point of view of the patient. 
The patient is generally the direct object of a sentence. The 
passive is not a basic sentence'. It is more complex and is 
subject to certain modifications in the verb form as we shall 
see in the sections below. 
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4.2.2 Passive construction _ 

The passive construction is obtained by using the past 
participle of the verb with the auxiliary V'(go)- This is 
homophonous with the verb *lf’(go) of‘tif ’ (to go). The subject 
of the passive sentence appends with the postposition Zl 
or (by). Look at the sentences below: 

^ (f Ll/ tl/ (1) 

Ahmed is unable to eat food. 

^ ^ ( 2 ) 

Hamid is unable to drive the vehicle. 

^ If ^ tT' (3) 

He is unable to walk. 

if j’iJ wlX j’l (4) 

Ahmed was unable to read the book. 

Look at the sentences below: 

(5) 

The letter was sent/had been sent by post. 

ij / wt rfe L (6) 

The message was sent through Hamid. 

Kx If (7) 

They will be benefltted by us. 

Of these only sentences (5), (6) and (7) are true passives. 

4.2.3 Passives of compound verbs _ 

One often finds in Urdu passives formed from compound 
verbs. Here the form of a given verb, simple or conjunct, 
is followed by a passive form of the dependent auxiliary 
verb, e.g. 
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If £^\f U ^ ^ J^tj i>* (1) 

The letter will be sent by post. 

uT (/ W>' (2) 

Thousands of books were written in Urdu. 

t/ ^ ^ JOC iJji- (3) 

The task was got done 6om the whole of class. 

4.2.4 Impersonal passives _ 

These forms are found for both the transitive and the 
intransitive verbs. These are 'natural' in respect of agreement. 
The naturality is expressed by the use of the 3rd person 
masculine forms, generally with the absence of a sentence 
subject, e.g. 



• 

Knives are made here. 

(1) 

<r 

fU 

• 

Wheat is sold here. 

(2) 



Urdu is taught here. 

(3) 


Such constructions are used in editorials which are also 
impersonal in nature, e.g. 

. J' ^ 

It is beared that. 

. j' i- tif I/ 

Itissaiddiat . 

. / Jl J) 

People say that. 

These can be classified as passive constructions.Note here 
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how the passives are made: 

The perfective form of verb + go + tense marker 

e-W ^ Jljc 

Milk is sold here. 

Also note that we can have passives only when verbs are 
transitive. 

Self “ Check Exercise _ 

1. Underline the passive forms of the sentences given 


below and write them in the space provided. 

^ J/ 

(a) 

i •• 

r'" 

(b) 

^ b ^ji ij£ i/I 


(c) 

^ ^ iJy 

ou 

(d) 

S li 

A 

(e) 


2. Fill in the blanks to complete the passive forms: 

.k? (a) 

.t/ ^ f (b) 

. 5. tJ* ^ 

. ^ (d) 
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.^.('lyl (e) 

3. Make impersonal construtions using the following 
verbs: 

tl> <tli^ <tfcs 


Sample Exercise _ 

1. Fill in the blanks completing passive constructions: 


./ j.\f 

(a) 

. J>h M (/I 

(b) 

. JiP ^ W't ^Ji Zl 

(c) 

. J»)/ 

(d) 

.^ f ^ s’ 

(e) 

Turn the following sentences into 
constructions by using words <^j> 

passive 

^ »)A LC 

(a) 


(b) 

^ o’- 

(c) 

^ tv ^v' vL^ d!i n 

(d) 

->u (3-)L^ 

(e) 


5. Make ten sentences in the passive with the following 
phrases: 

^ tfe / 

11/5 t;? l/ \/ Ll)/ 

^y|f it' i^j\a fjj >ijT iT y*4 
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Unit 3 

Simple, Compound and Conjunct verbs 


Structure 

4.3.0 Objectives 

4.3.1 Introduction 

4.3.2 Simple verbs 

4.3.3 Compound verbs 

4.3.4 Conjunct verbs 

4.3.0 Objectives _ 

If you read this unit carefully you will be able to 
distinguish between 

• simple verbs 

• compound verbs 

• conjunct verbs 

4.3.1 Introduction _ 

The verb forms of Urdu are quite complex. Sometimes 
we use only one form of the verb with or without a helping 
verb, e.g, lU' ^ t’U' Such forms are called simple verbs. At 
times two verbs are used as a single verb with or without the 
helping verbs and such forms as iX/l^ U U' are called 
compound verbs. 

On some other occassion nouns or adjectives are used 
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with or without a helping verb U' i —^ imJUetc. Such 
verb form are called conjunct verbs. 

4.3.2 Simple verbs _ 

The simple verb consists of the basic verb forms. These 
basic verbs are derived from infinitives like; 

bt .tb ‘Hi/ 


Sentences from some of these can be formed as follows: 


^ ft/ (-T ir> 

0) 

The boy eats a mango. 



(2) 

The boy rose from the chair. 


Mrt J 

(3) 

The boy sat on the chair. 


1/ jVA Hz' 

«• • 

(4) 

The boy has gone to the market. 


(/ vUL IC* 

(5) 

The boy moved (went) towards the market. 


4.3.3 Compound verbs 

Compound verbs consist of a main verb and a 
subsidiary verb which is also called an explicator. The first 
verb in such cases is in its root form and is the main verb. The 


second verb is the explicator verb or the 'intensifying' verb 
which more or less loses its original meaning but adds to the 
shade of meaning. It is inflected for tense and agreement, e.g. 

CjIi/ tbr t>/ 

•• • r 

to eat to buy to sleep to fall down 
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tTyi tUHf tlft 

to write up to climb down to go away to arrive 

tifjj ^\)j 

to be united to cry out to stop to burst out/crying 

b<lj/ t>jf* t-rjv' 

to get together to carry out to jump up to quarrel 
to arrive suddenly to put away 

Examples of usage: 

»> / ») (1) 

He fell down/off while sleeping. 

^ Irif r' (i>if cX (2) 

Nowadays he falls asleep early. 

y Jjl S (3) 

Buy the Urdu book from the market. 

iTiJJL ^ (jti S }j ijt (4) 

Write in the letter that I will not be able to reach there. 

4.1.4 Conjunct verbs _ 

Conjunct verbs consist of an adjective or a noun followed 
by a verb, e.gs. 

iitA id taJU 

to be closed to be seen to call out to clean 

to protect to know to argue to be accepted 

r 

to make a noise 
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Examples of usage: 

if t-iU {J'i (1) 

He cleaned the room. 

(/> Jh'f 4C- jsj / (2) 

Danish gave a loud call to Ahmed from a distance. 

tt A fjhjj ^yi 'fi (3) 

The door got closed due to strong wind. 

^ {f ^ S (/I 

His application has been accepted. 

4^ (J)^ %/ 

It is useless to argue with you. 

(T M A (6) 

I knew that he would'nt come again now. 

jp' (7) 

Don’t make noise. 

Self ■ Check Exercise _ 

1. Identify the form of the verbs in the setences given 
below and write them in the space provided: 

. ^ A j^ji (a) 

. ^ ffj tjlfjj i}/ (b) 

. tl^( (c) 

. ijt {^Jij y kS^ f c^. jiCP (/ )jji (d) 

. ^ ^ ip if {ji 2^1 tt (e) 

2. Complete the sentences with compound/conjuct 
verbs: 

. 2^ i/I (a) 
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.i- ^ (b) 

..If' c[X' Jty/ yi (c) 

. ^ ^J3 ^ 1^0' i/f iijS (d) 

. {J^ -iliU* i— (e) 

3. Make ten sentences with the given below verbs 
forms: 

t/ ^ »fcl» •%/ (J^ ft/ t-iU ‘Kyi 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Identify the form of the verb in the below-mentioned 
sentences and make your own sentences with these 
verbs: 

J ^ jt ;bT J? (a) 

(ji (b) 

<S (J- (c) 

oil-/ ^ &/ (d) 

i/ c/Ui* (K Jtjh/ JL uyu»i £, (e) 

2. Complete the following: 

. J--} li (a) 

. Jt {j/l? vJ (b) 

. jt d\j (c) 

. ^ (d) 

. / yi di (e) 


15J 














3. Make ten sentences with the given below verbs: 

<t(r A •tJ' 

tJ’ [Jj»^ A ft lip f|<;j JhT ft-/* ffej y? 
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Unit 4 

Adverbs 

Structure 


4.4.0 

Obejectives 

4.4.1 

Introduction 

4.4.2 

Adverb and adverbials 

4.4.3 

Adverbs/Adverbials of time 

4.4.4 

Adverbs/Adverbials of place 

4.4.5 

Adverbs/Adverbials of manna- 

4.4.6 

Adjectives flmctioning as adverbs 

4.4.7 

Adverbials formed with / 


4.4.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will be able to 

• identify and use adverbs 

• know the distinction between adverbs and adverbials 

• recognise different types of adverbs 

4.4.1 Introduction ___________ 

An adverb is a part of speech that serves to modify verbs, 
adjectives and oOier adverbs. This unit will explain the terms 
adverb and adverbial. The unit will look at the differart kinds 
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of adverbs, namely those relating to time, place and manner. 
Sometimes adverbs are derived from adjectives. Examples 
will be provided while explaining the concepts. 

4.4.2 Adverbs and Adverbials _ 

Adverbs are a group of words which specify the mode of 
action of verbs. Adverbs can be divided into adverbs of 
manner, place and time. Larger units which function like 
adverbs are called adverb phrases and adverb clauses. All the 
three kinds of adverb functions are clubbed under the title 
adverbials. 

While adverb belongs to the word class, the adverbial 
belongs to units larger than the word, i.e to the domain of 
phrase, e.gs. 

\/ ^jl} ( 1 ) 

Waris left suddenly. 

/ T h? jk\^ (2) 

Hamid came immediately. 

Here, ^^^(suddenly) and (//(inunediately) are adverbs 
because they qualify the verbs (came) and (left) 
respectively. They specify mode of action or answer the 
question ^ (how) as in below: 

^ » (3) 

How did he go? 

/ M (4) 

He left suddenly. 

t/ ('IJ' ^ (5) 

Ram did the work with care. 

In the last sentence^:.. (with care) qualifies l/ j'lT 
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(did the work) for it answers the question 

¥ 4 ( 6 ) 

How was the work done? 

is a basic adverb and , which consists of 

two words, is an adverbial phrase. 

Adverbs can be subdivided into the following classes. 
Adverb of time, place, manner, instrument, reason, purpose 
and degree. In the coming section we shall look at these. 

4.4.3 Adverbs/Adverbials of time _ 

Adverbs/Adverbials of time describe the time when an 
event or action occurs. Some adverbs/adverbials of time tffc as 
given below: 

/ ^ j\^ 

in the morning at night 4 O'clock morning tomorrow today 

^ b" ( 1 ) 

Today is (the day of) Eid. 

t ii (/ f) ( 2 ) 

He will go to Delhi tomorrow. 

iT vUl / cb (3) 

(I) will read the newspaper at night. 

4 tu 7 . ^ (4) 

(1) have to go to office in the morning. 

4.4 .4 Adverbs/Adverbials of place: _ 

Adverbs/adverbials of place refer to the place where an 
event or an action occurs. Some adverbs/adverbials of place 
are as given below: 
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at home in the market there here 

inside outside in the madatsa on the table 

^ ^ Ljj 

on the mountain on the bank of the river 

( 1 ) 

(please) go there. 

>” Ji) ^ UifC ( 2 ) 

See the Red Fort from here. 

^ jIJi ( 3 ) 

There is much hustle in the market. 

^ uf y ( 4 ) 

There is no electricity at home. 

£j Ji y X (5) 

Fruits are kept on the table. 

4.4.5 Adverbs/adverbial phrase of manner: _ 

Adverbs/Adverbials of manner describe how an event or 
action occurs. Some examples are as given below: 

c-yytj wiVl 

early morning gladly hardiy/with difficulty at once by chance 

slowly that way this way slowly 

Examples: 

y oi ( 1 ) 

Play like this. 
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f‘<. 1} ai (2) 

Study like this. 

^ <// (3) 

We will gladly do the woric. 

\/ ^ € t) (4) 

He went out early in morning from here. 

4.4.6 Adjectives functioning as adverbs: _ 

There are some adjectives that function like adverb, e.g. 

X" 

some first very little fast 

Examples of usage: 

4 ^ tj)3 ( 1 ) 

The boy runs fast. 

h 'A 'v/ (2) 

Walk a little faster. 

4^ J» X* (3) 

The boy is walking very fast. 

r>T 1<| y 4^ wT yj (4) 

If you proceed first then it will be good. 

There are phrases that function as adverbs/ adverbials. 
Look at the sentences below; 

ly If (^) 

Hamid was walking with a book in his hands. 

Jj wlX / 'c^yt 2Ly J/'< i- (6) 

While returning from school Ahmed gave a book to Hamid. 
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(/fe (/t J\ (7) 

He told me some very important things. 

Here the phrase ^ (a book in the hand) 

answers the question (How was Hamid going?) 

Similarly ^.K2Ly(while returning) answers the question. 

( 8 ) 

When did (he) give the book? 

Therefore, the expression, 

iwcr j: serves like an adverb of manner, while 

serves like an adverb of time. 

4.4.7 Adverbials formed with 

A group of words function as adverbs and are called 
adverbials. These can be formed by adding the form !/’ to the 
root of a verb. Look at the sentences below: 

^ Jj> ^ / \/ i\/ (1) 

After having the food everyone left. 

(jl^i wlX (2) 

Ahmed rose-up and picked the book from the table. 

Some adverbs have reduplicated forms. Some examples 
are given below: 

U{»U^ 

as and when, here and there, here and there 

0^ B(JiJ cl ^ 

just as it was, somehow or the other 

^ V /’■»' /’■>! ^ M »» (3) 

He was roaming here and there (aimlessly) in the market. 
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^ UJ: y ^ ^ ijltP’j (4) 

£>espite washing, spots on the shirt remained as 

they were. 

6 cilyT ('IT l{5 i-/ (^(f' t/ jij (Jj: (5) 

As I proceeded with woric, the work began to look 

easier. 

U U? ^ JJ: dlly IT X ^ i/ < (6) 

On returning 1 found the items on the table as they 

were. 

Self Check Exercise _ 

1. Underline the adverbs in the sentences given below: 

h) if (a) 


l/ jtT JJi (b) 


iC yi <mf} (c) 


/ i / (d) 


\/ § 0\> ^ 6'A (e) 


2. Identify adverbs/adverbials of time or place in the 
following sentences and make sentences with them in 
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the space {nrovided: 

^ !-/»* kJjf /3\ fi\ (a) 


t\ »X (b) 


^ J!>yr j: L.'i ^ (C) 


{^j U^O' y {J^ f (^) 


4i- wi> y? 0^ ^ &/ (e) 


3. Underline adjectives which function as adverbs in the 
following sentences and write them in the space 
provided; 

I? ji) {S'A •> (a) 


{i 2^ ^ jC>/ (j' ^ (/( (b) 
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1/ \Xyt ji/ CL, (c) 


k 4^ CL,i 4S,. (d) 


(j ta-^t ju- At jx> oy ^ >U (e) 


4. Complete the following sentences with the following 
adverbs of time/place: 


^ [X yrl Zl j/'i . (a) 

# y. (b) 

<£- tf:, . (c) 

i . (d) 

Sample Exercise_ _ 


1. Identify the adverbs/adverbials of manner/instrument 
in the sentences below: 

u / at ^ s' a' (a) 

ij^ (ju^ a* Ct (b) 

/ 4? t/t i-x ^ ^4 ” 

a 4 -^ r'^ 

If* ^ A ^ ^ O"^ (0 

^ t-iJ ^ (g) 
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lilj K L, .(ft- (h) 

i- Jt (i) 

2. Make sentences with the following forms: 

4 =^ </? C-. ifF 

Zl ^ ^ jt (i>V^ 

4t «tP ^ ^ ✓ 

3. Put the sign ^ or x in front of sentences using 
adverbials: 


l/ t!f j/i /T , 

c. jljl 
« 

>tr 

(a) 




(b) 

£ Jk/ 

vt ^ 

i:. 

r 

(c) 

yrl / ^ 

.) tl/ 

/y 

(d) 

/ / 

4 Jj? 


(e) 
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Answer to Self - Che<!K Fxercise 


Block IV 
Unit 1 


1. (a)(/ 

(c) 

2. (a) y ‘i- 
(c) 

(e) jt <(/ 

3. (a)c^.tr 
(c) < 

I 

1. (a)^^viy^ 

(c) ^ U 
(e)(/ U>r ti 

2. (a) ^y(f 
(c) ^ 

(e) U ijf 

1 

1. (a) Simple verb 
(c) Conjunct verbs 
(e) Conjunct 

2 . / isiy 

(c)U wl^ 

(e) (/ 


(b) ^ 

(d) / 

(b) iT >/ ‘L~ 

(d) / 

(b) ^ ‘t/* 

(d) 6 

2 : 

(d) f. / U / 

(b) ^ (/‘vlf (j% ^ 
(d) <c- t 


Unit 3 i 

(b) Simple verb 
(d) Compound verb 

(b) jb- lx 

(d)^ iTIftr 
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Unit 4 


1. (a) by 

2. (a)/)l /Jl 

(d) y 

3. (a) 4S^ [S'A 

(d) c;. cTdU 

4. (a) <i- c^J 

(d)(/ £.'T 


I 

L 


(b) 

(c)r^4' 

(e)^ (iX 



(c)^>yr 

(e) 


(h) 

(C) {Jj\^jt 

(e) At :>i^j 


(b)/ ^ ^ 

(c) Jf'y 
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Block V 


In this block you will study about the sentence patterns of 
the Urdu language. Urdu has four distinct sentence patterns, 
namely, those of declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and 
imperative sentences. The block is being divided into the 
following units: ' 

Unit 1 ; Sentence patterns of Urdu -1 

Unit 2 Sentence patterns ofUrdu-II 

Unit 3 : Compound sentences 

Unit 4 : Complex sentences 

Unit 1 will focus on declaratives in detail and will briefly 
mention the other forms. Unit 2 will discuss the interrogative, 
exclamatory and imperative sentences in some detail. Unit 3 
and Unit 4 will deal with larger sentences which consist of 
more than one clause. 

Each unit will be followed by a self-check exercise which 
you are expected to complete after reading each section. The 
key to self-check questions is provided at the end of each 
block. This will be followed by a set of sample questions to 
which you will write your answers on a separate sheet of 
paper and send it to NCPUL. A glossary of the words used in 
the examples and exercises is given at the end of the book. 
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Unit 1 

.Semeuce Patterns of Urdu -1 


• ifucture 


4.1.0 

Objectives 

4.1.1 

Introduction 

4.1.2 

Sentence patterns 

4.1.3 

Declarative sentences 

4.1.3.1 

Affirmative sentences 

4.1.3.2 

Negative sentences 

4.1.4 

Interrogative sentences 

4.1.5 

Imperative sentences 

4.1.6 

Exclamatory sentences 

i 1.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will be able to 

• identify the broad sentence patterns of Urdu. 

• recognise the forms of different types of sentences 

• know the functions of different types of sentences 
n Identify and use affirmative and negative sentences 

i t Silii ixiuiiiott 


You already know that the basic word order of a sentence 







of Urdu is Subject -Object- Verb (SOV). There are, however, 
sentences where some modifications take place, e.g., there 
may not be a subject in a sentence which may be intended as 
an order or command,or, a word in a sentence may be replaced 
by a question word in sentences seeking information etc. Such 
modifications give us different types of sentences in the Urdu 
language. 

Broadly, Urdu has four types of sentences, namely, 
declaratives, interrogatives, imperatives and exclamatives. In 
this unit we will look at these sentences. 

4.1.2 Declarative Sentences 

Declarative sentences are those sentence types whose 
primary purpose is to give information. These sentences are 
factual statements which assert facts. For example look at the 
sentence below: 

\fj 0^/ wlX j.^ (0 

Hamid is reading a book. 

Here is the subject wlX(book) the object and 
(is reading) the verb. The sentence is making a statement 
regarding what (Hamid) is doing. The declarative 
sentences are affirmative or negative. We look at these 
sub types now. 

4.1.2.1 Affirmative Sentence.s _ 

You now know that declarative sentences assert or 
declare something. These sentences could either contain a 
positive statement or a negative statement. The ones 
containing positive statements are called affirmatives or 
affirmative sentences, and the ones with negative statements 
are negatives or negative sentences. Let us look at some 
affirmative sentences given below: 
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4 


( 1 ) 


Hamid is sleeping. 

4^ |<| i J 1. ofi (2) 

Yesterday the boys played the match well. 

We will treat the children with sweets. 

All the above sentences are positive statements. While 
sentence (1) is in the present tense, (2) is in the past tense 
and (3) is in the future tense. Thus, any expression which 
makes a statement, which is not negative is an affirmative 
sentence. 

4.1.2.2 Negative Sentences _ 

Negative sentences in Urdu are formed with the use of 
elements likeuX, cx*(mat) ancUfna). Out of these jif is 
the most common, e.g. 

kr (1) 

Seema doesn't read newspapers. 

^ If 

We could not go to the maricet. 

Notice that the negative element \jX precedes the main 
verb 'study' in (1) and tif'go' in (2). 

At times the negative element follows the verb but this is 
only in cases of special emphasis. For example; 



• 

Ahmed will not go. 

(3) 

y 

^ L 

(4) 


Ahmed hasn't read my letter, has he? 
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In sentences (3) and (4) the negative element occurs after 
the main verb f (will go) and U> (read) in (4) the 
expression indicates apprehension on the part of 

the speaker. 

Another aspect worth noticing about jit (not) in Urdu is 
that whenever it is used for universal truths or habitual 
facts the present tense marker (is) Jt (are) or Jyt 
(am) does not occur, e.g., see the sentences below: 

^ jit 0))) ^ ( 5 ) 

We never drink milk. 

jit ji tajp i) (^) 

Those people never travel by car. 

0^ jit 

The sun doesn't rise in the west. 

(Literal) Falsehood has no feet(is baseless). 

The negative element in Urdu is used in familiar 
imperatives, e.g. 

If (9) 

(You) Don't go there (least polite). 

% ( 10 ) 

Don't go (less polite). 

In (9) and (10) the pronouns "i and ^ indicate familiarity 
and here the sentence is negated by placing to the 
right of the main verb. tU. 

The negative element ^ is used in polite imperatives. Eg. 

^ J[s (^T) (11) 

(You) Don't go there (polite). 
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t/u -J j\ / iyt (12) 

It is better for you not to go there. 

Sentences (11) and (12) have the polite tn-onoun as 
the subject and they use the negative element ^ in the 
position right of the main verb tif. 

4.1.3 Interrogative Sentences 

Intmogative sentences are those sentences in whidh the 
hearer is requested to give information about something. For 
example, look at the sentence given below: 

\j If JJL JV^ 1/ (1) 

Is Abdul going to the market? 

The sentence has a question word \/ which gives the 
following statement its question or interrogative form.We 
will look at the interrogatives in greater detail in the next 
unit. It may suffice for the time being to remember that 
interogative sentences are formed by using words like l/ 
(Is/what), (who), ^ (how), ^ (when) etc, which 
will be discussed in the next subsection. 

4.1.4 Imperative Sentences 

Imperative sentences are mainly used to express 
commands, orders, requests etc. to a second person. For 
example look at the sentence below. 

i3 / Jk tJhj3 (1) 

Shut the door. 

Here tJhyj is the object and 33 / A is the verb. Since the 
command, order or a request etc. is always made to a 
second person conventionally, such sentences 

are marked by Ae absence of a second person pronoim 
which is the subject of the sentence. These sentences will 
be dealt with in greater detail in the next unit. 
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4.1.5 Exclamatory Sentences 

Exclamatory sentences function to express a strong 
emotional state. Look at the sentence below; 

^ Q? ^ ^ !»b 

Vow! What a win in the match. 


Here the expression !»b represents a state of 

spontaneous happiness and appreciation. 

The exclamatory senmces will be dealt with in greater 
detail in the next unit. 

Self - Check Exercise 

1. 

Identify the kind of sentences: 



. 1? \j 

(a) 


. vil i/ vi;t >■ 

(b) 


. ^ Ifj if {jf j^j 

(c) 


. ^ (jbs ovLf l/ !»b 

(d) 


. )) ijj^l 

(e) 


. V u/ oy f'lr 1- cTi 

(0 

2. 

Fill in the blanks with appropriate words: 



./ C/I 

(a) 


.vjeir 

(b) 


. \y /j\a ! 

(c) 


. \Ji If} ! »b »b 

(d) 


. /l/ ^i/t !vb^ 

(e) 

3. 

Identify exclamatory expressions: 




(a) 


. \/ /^ \/ 

(b) 
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(C) 

(d) 

(e) 


. ^ 

. f Jj? Wj !(-i^ t 

. c^ \/ iJ/i i 

4. Mark the affirmative and negative forms and make 
sentences using affirmative and negative forms. 

. {jf £.T I, j'i (a) 

. tlJ I—'iX ^ jtjl -tU (b) 

. iSi Uif (J^ 4- 4 U (c) 

. ^ tf y r Jl4 (d) 

5. Identify imperative/exciamatory sentences; 

. »/ ^hj/ J^Jf (a) 

. tl/ iJJ / (b) 

. " (c) 

. wlX 5 . L> (d) 

. i/T »/ !»b (e) 

Sample Exercise _ 

1. Fill in the blanks; 

... i/jl IP' (a) 

‘r'Z '7'^ 'Z .'. O’) 

M . (c) 

)/ (d) 

f- . (e) 

2. Make ten sentences with the help of the following 
words; 

IP' ^ *b 

UI 5 ftf) [/ {f 
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3. Write ten sentences using the affirmative and the 
negative forms. 

4. Underline the exclamatory expressions in the 
sentences given below: 


\5^j 4 ^ S' -'-i" 

(a) 

4 *» • 

(b) 

!»b »b 

(c) 

<-j yi ^ ^ 

4 •• •• 

(d) 

!(j5^ tjt 0 ^ t/* •»*■* 

(e) 
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Unit 2 

Sentence Patterns of Urdu - II 


Structure 


4.2.0 

Objectives 

4.2.1 

Introduction 

4.2.2 

Interrogative sentences 

4.2.2.1 

Yes/No questions 

4.22.2 

Informative questions 

42.3 

Exclamatory sentences 

4.2.3.1 

Use of Interjections 

4.2.3.2 

Nouns, pronouns and adjectives used as 
exclamatives 

4.2.3.3 

Use of l/ andl?^ 

«• 

4.2.3.4 

Imperative sentences 


4.2.0 Obejctives 


If you read this unit carefully you will 
O learn more about the sentence patterns of Urdu 

• know how different kinds of interrogatives are formed 

• know how different exclamatory sentences can be formed 

• recognise the structure and function of imperative 
sentences 
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4.2.1 Introduction __ 

You know by now that basic sentence pattern of Urdu 
consist of declarative interrogative, exclamatory and 
imperative sentences. 

In this unit we will look at how the interrrogative, 
exclamatory and imperatve sentences are formed. We will also 
look at their functions. The interrogative sentences that will be 
discussed are the yes/no types and the information question. 
The exclamatory sentences will take into account the use of 
inteijections, nouns, pronouns, adjectives and the use of \/ 
and ^ for exclamatory purposes. 

'1.2.2 Interrogative sentences _ 

Interrogative sentences are of two major types - the 
Yes/no questions and the information questions. In a yes/no 
question the speaker expects yes or no as the answer while in 
an information question the speaker attempts to get some 
information. Look at the sentences: 

/ wT / (1) 

Are you writing? 

( 2 ) 

What does Hamid have? 

Here the first sentence is a yes/no question and the second 
one is a content question. 

4.2.2.1 Yes/No questions _ 

You already know that in a yes/no question the speaker 
expects only a yes or a no as an answer. Look at the 
yes-no question's below: 

<^j J 1(a) 

Are you writing? (polite) 
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Won't you give me that book? (polite) 

(J^ ^(f (jjyf' l/* s' 

Will this bus go to Mehrauli? 

The answer to all these questions in (la), (2a) and (3a) 
can be a yes or a no. The corresponding statements to the 
questions are: 

^ / wT Kb) 

You are writing (polite). 

^ ij 3 33 ^ w-T 

You will give me that book (polite). 

(jiy/ (/• 

This bus will go to Mehrauli. 

It can be seen that the word \/ occurs in all the sentences 
in the initial position. It can, however, also occur in the 
final position of a sentence as shown in the sentences 
below. The meanings of 1(c), 2(c) and 3(c) ar the same 
as those of 1(a), 2(a) and 3(a) respectively: 

J J\ 1/ Ua) 

Are you writing ? (polite) 

?l/ L J3 wlX ^ wT 2(c) 

Will you give me that book? (polite) 

?l/ S ^(f 3(C) 

Will this bus go to Mehrauli? 

We can thus say that ayes/no question is formed by 
placing the question word ^either in the beginning of a 
sentence or at the end of it. No other condition is 
necessary for forming a yes/no question in Urdu. 
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4.2.2.2 Information questions _ 

You already know that in information questions the 
speaker tries to get some information from the hearer., e.g. in 
the sentence 

i- (/^ ^ j,\f (1) 

Who beat Hamid? 

The information provided could be I^j^j . Here the 
information seeking question word was (who). In 
Urdu all question words start with a as shown below: 
1/ What 

d/ Who 

Where 
when 

How much 

Why 

How 

These question words can be used to question the subject, 
direct object, indirect object and the adverbs of time, 
place and manner. Let us look at examples of each of 
these. 

In the case of an interrogative if we get the subject as an 
answer then we say that the subject is being questioned, 
e.g. 

IjT 

Who has come? 

i. (/ 

Who has made this portrait? 

The answer to (2) could be and to (3) could be J\. 
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Thus, the answers will be 


iT m 

Rasheed has come. 

^ 3(b) 

Ahmed has made this portrait. 

These were examples of questions in the subject‘position 
where both and are subjects occuring in the initial 
position of the respective sentences. Also note that the 
question words c// and i- occur in place of the subjects 
in the sentence initial position. 


Let us now look at the interrogative sentences when the 
object is questioned. Look at the sentences below: 






(4) 




Razia ate an apple. 




?Ll/ 

What did Razia eat? 

(5) 


wCr 

/ 

^ 

(6) 



Ahmed gave a book to Hamid. 




wcr 

# 


(7) 



Whom did Ahmed give a book? 



1/ 

/ 


(8) 


What did Ahmed give to Hamid? 


Sentences (4) and (6) are statements. In (4) the object is 
w^and when it is questioned the question word appears 
in its place as in sentence (5). 

Sentence (6) has an indirect object and a direct object 
wlX. In (7) information is sought about the indirect 
object and the answer to the question would be wlX. 
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Note that the question word ^ occurs at the same place 
as in the sentence. In (8) information is sought about 
the direct object The answer to the question form 
here is Notice again that the question word 
occurs at the same place as the direct object in the 
sentence. 

Similarly in question sentences where we get the time, 
place or manner adverbs as answers, we say that the adverb is 
being questioned. Look at the sentences below: 



2^j 0^ 1-^ 

Where do those people live? 

(9) 


When will Rahim come? 

(10) 

i 

j)i ^ 

(11) 


How is Ahmed running? 


In (9) the question word questions the place adverb. 
The answer to the question could be: 

Those people live in Delhi. 

In (10) questions the time adverb and the answer to 
the question could be: 

If J iM (13) 

Warsi will come tomorrow. 

In (11) ^ questions manner adverb and the answer 
could be: 

^ \j 

Ahmed is running fast. 

In all the above cases of information seeking questions. 
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you will notice that the question word occurs in the same 
position as the item that is being questioned. That is, if 
we question the subject the question word occurs in the 
subject position. If we question the direct object then it 
would appear in its position. Or if we question the 
indirect object or the adverbs of place, time and manner 
the question words occur in their respective positions. 

4.2.3 Exclamatory Sentences _ 

Exclamatory sentences are those whose primary function 
is to express a strong emotional state in the speaker. Generally 
this is expressed through the use of interjections and/or with 
the help nouns, pronouns, adjectives and of words like 
^(how much) and \/ (what) etc. 

4.2.3.1 Use of Interjections _ 

Interjections are a group of words which express feelings, 
curses, and wishes etc. These words are somewhat strange 
because they cannot be inflected/declined and also they do not 
have any dictionary meaning. They are often onomatopoeic, 
i.e., their sense is conveyed through their sound, as in the 
sentences below; 


^ tl/ 1<I Ub 

1(a) 

Vow! What a good food. 


L< (C- 0 ^ s' 

2(a) 

0! From where has this come. 


^ !hJ( 

3(a) 

Oh! What a sorrowful thing. 


T »/ !»b 

4(a) 

Vow! How enjoyable. 
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Eek! Throw it away. 

3J} jt 

Ouch! There is pain in the leg. 

/ / !i/j^< 7(a) 

Alas! The poor fellow died. 

In sentence 1(a) th is expressive of praise, in 2(a) of 
surprise, in 3(a) *-i( is expressive of sorrow, in 4(a) !»h 
expresses happiness, in 5(a) (X represents a feeling of 
repulsion, in 6(a) represents pain, and in 7(a) 

represents deep-felt sorrow etc. These expressions 
are called interjections. In speech the above sentences can 
function as exclamatory even without the interjections, 
but then they have to be articulated with an emphasis. 
Thus we can have, e.g.: 


!^ tuT l^i 

1(b) 

What a good food. 


IjT ^ Jif ^ 

2(b) 

From where has this come? 


i • 

3(b) 

What a sorrowfull thing! 


/ f ./ 

4(b) 

How enjoyable! 



4.2.3.2 lJ.se of nouns, pronouns, adjectives and 

_ verbs for exclamations _ 

Sometimes nouns, pronouns, adjectives and even verbs 
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can be used for indicating exclamation, e.g,: 

\/ yt \/ ^ !(^t (1) 

Oh God! What has happened. 

l/ 5. -L (/< !lf» (2) 

Is it! he said so. 

1 / 1 A „ l\/ (3) 

What! He has come again. 

tT ^ J* (4) 

Get away! Don't you ever come here again. 

In (1) the expression with a noun represents 
'imploration', in (2) the adjective !t^< represents 
'surprise', in (3) the pronoun \/ is also indicative of 
'surprise', and in (4) the verb form J» represents 
'scolding'. 

4.2.3.3 Use of 1 / and 

Sometimes words like ^ and s/ etc. are used for making 
a sentence exclamatory. Look at the sentences below: 

cC* if - (1) 

How beautiful this girl is! 

!i- jjlT tlT tjrl if (2) 

How beautifully he sang the song! 

InCDcT is placed before an adjective and is indicative of 
'very'. In (2) the word is placed before the 

noun (song) and it is expressive of appreciation. In the 
former case a quality is admired and in the latter case an 
object is appreciated. 
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4.2.4 Imperative Sentences _ 

Imperative sentences are used mainly to express a 
command or a request. Since commands and requests can only 
be made to a hearer, all imperative sentences, therefore, have 
the second person pronoim as the subject. By convention these 
are generally not used in the subject position but are 
imderstood as such. 

In Urdu there are three imperative sentences 
corresponding to the three second person pronouns, s 
and Y''«c-gs. 

(1) 

r • 

Read the book. 

y'> wiX (2) 

•t • 

Read the book. 

<£•> wcr (3) 

m 0 

Read the book. 

r V wcr - wT (4) 

You must read this book. 

Sentence (1) has 7 in the subject and the verb is a bare 
root and the sentence represents intimacy or a usage for 
younger or people lower in rank. Sentence (2) has ^ in the 
subject and the verb is inflected for the second person singular 
and plural and the sentence expresses familiarity or equal 
status. In (3) the hidden pronoun in the subject is wT and the 
verb form is second person honorific and the whole sentence 
is expressive of politeness or request. It is also clear from the 
above that in imperatives the subject pronoun is not used. 
Sentence (4) represents an emphatic imperative form. Here ^ 
is added to the verb and this makes the sentence emphatic and 
polite. 
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Self - Check Exercise 


1. Complete the sentences with the proper question 


words: 

S ^ . wT (a) 

.j/l c:, / 4-vl/ (b) 

U“ . ^ ,(c) 

tiT . jt / (d) 

/.(e) 


2. Use U/^ oj5 itihfh etc and complete 

in the following sentences. 


/^- . (a) 

f iJlfC /4 »J. (b) 

^ /' »/. (c) 

/ »* .y. (d) 

f- tT^ . (e) 


3. Make sentences iising the following words/ 


expressions: 

(J^ ^ if' (/b ! »b »b ^ 


4. Identify the type of sentences in the following. 

. ^1^1 \/ {/' »» L.\f (a) 

. « 6f Uk (b) 

.. ^ d'/ i/!»b.b (c) 

. c^S !(/r^l (d) 

. l/ 2^ t/^ / 2.,/ ('iT ^ tfi,* (e) 
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Sample Exercise _ 

1. Make sentences with the following exclamatory 
expressions: 

Jil t ‘hhth 

2. Complete the following sentences: 


A'ik* . 

. c4wlX jt 

(a) 

J/ . 

. /i/i 

(b) 


fii . t) 

(c) 

tT . 

. /ji »>'T 

(d) 

Si L,\f /:i 

. 

(e) 


3. Change the following sentences using the question 
words: 

Jt 0\f y (a) 

^ If S/ j: ik^ (b) 
^ Irks c^. »> (c) 

/ §0\<L (d) 

y U;Cr if S M ^ i/' (e) 
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Unit 3 

Compound Sentences 

Structure 


4.3.0 

Objectives 

4.3.1 

Introduction 

4.3.2 

Simple Sentences 

4.3.3 

Compoimd Sentences 

4.3.4 

Compounding with a common verb 

4.3.5 

Co-ordinating conjunctions 

4.3.5.1 

Conjunctions 

4.3.5.2 

Disjunctions 

4.3.5.3 

Negative disjunction 

4.3.5.4 

Adversative conjunction 

4.3.5.5 

Reason conjunction 

4.3.6 

Generalizations about compound sentences 


4.3.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will be able to know the 

• difference between simple and compound sentences 

• recognise compound sentences 

• come to know the different ways in which compound 
sentences can be formed 
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4.3.1 Introduction _ 

A sentence of Urdu can be a simple, compound or a 
complex sentence. A simple sentence consists of one clause. A 
clause or a simple sentence refers to a form with only one 
subject and one verb. It may also have one object if the verb is 
transitive. Compound sentences are sentences formed by 
conjoining more than one clause. The process of conjoining is 
called co-ordination. About complex sentences you will read 
in the next unit of this block. 

4.3.2 Simple Sentences __ 

Simple sentence is recognised as a structure made up of a 
single clause. This means that the structure consists of a 
subject and a single verb in the verb phrase, and if the verb is 
transitive there will also be an object., e.g. 

^ fuT ^ (1) 

The boy eats an apple. 

Here, IJy* (boy) is the subject, (apple) the object and 
^ (eats) the verb. The entire constructiqn is an 

independent clause as well as a simple sentence. 

4.3.3 Compound Sentences _ 

A compoimd sentence contains at least two main clauses:, 
e-g. 

u? ti/ yji (1) 

Rasheed was hungry and the food was less. 

This single sentence consists of two parts: 

a </. j>j (i) 

Rasheed was hungry. 

^ (ii) 

Food was less. 
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The two independent clauses are joffied by nieaiis of the 
conjunction (and) giving us dte single sentme (j). 
Such sentences are called compound sentences. Similarly, 
a compound sealence may consist of more Iban two 

independent clauses, e.g. 

uCj Z '^ \c^ 0^^ 

He went to school and there he saw the children. 

iS ij^ ni't iS^ {J[* cf" 

but there he did not talk to anyone. 

Here we have three independent clauses; 

\l j/l w (i) 

He went to school. 

\Ji> / aL (ii) 

He saw the children. 

tT os-'t <=- (l^i/0 

There (he) did not talk to anyone. 

In (2) the first two clauses are joined by jil (and) the 
second and third clauses are joined by (but). 
Although all the three clauses are independent clauses, 
the interconnection between the clauses makes the 
sentence a compound one. 

4.3.4 Compounding when there is a commmon 

_ verb _ 

Sometimes two independent clauses merge in such a way 
that the sentence does not appear to be a compound sentence, 

eg. 

tu^ j^j jiS 

Hamid and Raseed have their food in the morning. 
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( 2 ) 


J 1 r i.T .. 

He will come either today or tomorrow. 

Sentence (V) is actually 

^ ti/ t\/ / t? da') 

Hamid takes food in the morning. 

^ tl/ tl/ / € db' 

Rasheed takse food in the morning. 

The two sentences/ clauses have a common verb 
\Jl (eat), adverb /^(in the morning) and the object 

tU^ (food) which are not repeated in the compound 
sentence and the subjects appear to be joined by the 
conjunction JtS. 

In (2) the actual sentences are: 

i ti (2a) 

He will come today. 

r J „ (2b) 

He will come tomorrow. 

Here again the verb form t LJ as well as the pronoun »» 
(he) are common and are not repeated. Since out of 
'today' and cX 'tomorrow' only one is possible so the 
disjunctive conjunction I (or) is used. Thus we have 

f i-! J „ I < b'> •> (2') 

He will come today or he will come tomorrow. 

because of repetition , »^(he) in the second clause is 
deleted. 

i iJ J { LJ h' ») (2d) 

Either he will come today or will come tomorrow. 

The verb in the second clause is deleted because 
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of being repeated. 

J i (u i,r „ (2) 

Either he will come today or tomorrow. 

This can be re-written as 2(e) 

i iJ J L »i (2e) 

Either he will come today or tomorrow. 

Here the verb form is shifted to the end and serves to 
function for both the adverbs S/T and J^. Similar 
explanations can be given for sentences (3) and (4): 

i (\> L (\j (3) 

Either Ram or Shyam will go. 

iT (4) 

Ahmed will drink either tea or coffee. 

4.3.5 Co-ordinating Conjuntions _ 

The meaning relationship between the two sentences/ 
independent clauses determines the kind of conjunction to be 
used. The co-ordinating conjunctions can be sub-classified 
as follows: 

(a) ConjuncticHis: jiS and = t-i/' ^ not only 

S. but also 

cJ* as well as 

(b) Disjunction: I or= L.yt 'either or 

(c) Negative .w.(neither-nor) otherwise 

disjimction: \jf <^Ji or else 

(d) Adversative A A 

conjunction: but (yet) neverthless, 

however 
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(e) Reason: 


4 - (/' 

that is why because 

Some examples of compound sentences where the 
above-mentioned conjunctions are used are given in the 
sub-sections below. 

4.3.5.1 Conjunctions _ 

Sentences (1), (2) and (3) combine independent clauses 
by using the sense of simple cumulation in (1), of 'something 
in addition to' in (2) of 'along with' in (3). 

1^ L~ J^J JiS (jl/ jiv (0 

Ahmed ate food and Rasheed drank sharbat. 

[f' ^ S. ^ (J^ (2) 

1 gave him not only books but also (gave) money. 

Li Cl jCt iSi x/ / jAj 1- jei (3) 

Ahmed gave Rasheed a ball as well as a bat. 

4.5.3.2 Disjunctions _ 

Disjunctions express alternatives where only one 
performs the action, e.g. 

f (Jjlf ^ j; \JL (0 

I will go to see a drama or a film. 

t iT i-U P I (2) 

Either he or I will go. 

In (1) I (or) is expressive of alternation between going to a 
play or to a film. In (2) again it is alternation but in the sense 
of'either.... or*. 
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4.3.5.3 Negative Disjunction __ 

Disjunction can ako be expressed negatively, e.g. 

t ^ ( 1 ) 

♦ *• 

Netdier Rasheed nor Hamid will go. 

(/t 2 ^ ^ 

' Study properly otherwise you will not pass. 

In (1) the sense is of 'neither ... nor', and in (2) of 
'otherwise'. 

4.3.5.4 Adversative Conjunction _ 

Adversative conjunctions combine independent clauses 
but in opposition to each other, e.gs. 

^ ^ t) (0 

He is simplddn appearance bathe is clevdr. 

^ if- f ® 

Ahmed is poor yet he is happy. 

ij's \ji / £lS [f (/' 

He studied very hard, neverthless he did not secure 

good marks. 

In (1) instead of and y could also be used to 

convey the sense of'but'. In (2) [f' /^'conveys the sense 
of'yet', and in (3)' y is expressive of 'nevertheless'. 

4.3.5.5 Reason Conjuction _ 

The 'reason' conjunctions show a relationship between 
two independent clauses where the first represents a statement 
of fact and the second the reason there of, e.g. 

^ ts iji S ^ ( 1 ) 

' He had not worked hard therefore he failed. 
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( 2 ) 


/ tf c/. wlX 

The book sold well because of its good printing. 

4.3.6 Generalizations regarding Compound 

_ sentences _ 

Based on the above disctission three generalisations about 
compound sentences need to be highlighted. 

(1) Two independent clauses are simply conjoined 
without any change. This can be seen in the example 
below: 

X {Jji 

It was raining. There was lightening. 

{/^ {^J w£^ / « Ja (lb) 

It was raining and also there was lightening. 

(2) When two independent clauses are joined, the 
common verb in the second clause gets deleted, e.g. 

\(j r' jfl' I? \j y 

Ahmed was sleeping. Sajid was sleeping. 

[f' jfU* ^ \^j y 

Ahmed was sleeping and so was Sajid. 

(3) When two independent clauses are conjoined the 
subjects or objects (or both) get conjoined and a 
single verb with a modifier is used, e.g. 

<r tP ty 

Gold is expensive. Silver is expensive. 

^ vii ty (3b) 

Gold as well as Silver are expensive. 
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(4a) 


f- »is ^ S' wT 

Your house is big. 

Your house is beautiful. 

^ j)f fit ^ if w I (^^) 

Your house is big and beautiful. 

Sentence (3b) shows conjoined subjects with a common 
verb (4b) shows conjoined modifiers along with a 
common subject, a common object and a common verb. 

Self - Check Exercise 

1. Identify compound sentences from the following by 
p utting or * in the box: 

/ If)* / l/ tl/ (a) 
\f LT ^ j/i (b) 

LjS P <L -tW j>\ (c) 

^ (d) 

jl ii:- Lv T Ify' iJ (e) 

2. Fill in the appropriate conjunctions in the space 
provided; 

if ^If . <—(ji) 

^ Cijf V i 3I4 if .>if b" (b) 

ti. ’» . S (/ i-Uf" 4 - (jJ (c) 

«.if c^y .d..- t/i c*i (d) 

!:-» cf^ '-dr . cT » i_ t/l (e) 

. j: /:r (o 

y<) J \f’ wiX..K sLif ij*i vjf ^ (g) 
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3. Make compound sentences using the following 
conjunctions: 

y »y {jif . ^ >jsi 



.. fi 

(a) 

Lte (/ U 

Zl ^. Lj f'lif fi L. 

(b) 

U \J^ ijH {J\!^ 93 

.ly i/ jii> J?'. 

(c) 

L 

. L'i\X ti/ ( 

(d) 

\Jl U . 

. Jt (JvT^ 

(e) 


Sample Exercise 

1. Complete the sentences with expressions having 
conjunctions. 


. ^yt Jc ^ P ^ 

(a) 

. ^ 

(b) 

. [Jj CL^ ^ \J^ 

(c) 

.(j* »i 

(d) 

. eW ^ >5 IT (/' 

(e) 

. U 93 

(0 

fja c}\r> 

(g) 


2. Make fifteen sentences using conjunctions/ 
disjunctions. 

3. Identify the kind of expressions in the sentences 
given below and write them down: 

Ji .J/* J' n (a) 
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1^ »3») L~ U-4’ ^ (b) 

»/Tl f (c) 

0^ ^ j"^ ^ y' ^ ^ j- L^ \j^ (d) 

cT yy W^ if hJ^ (i^!? S (e) 
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Unit 4 

Complex Sentences 


Structure 


4.4.0 

Objectives 

4.4.1 

Introduction 

4.4.2 

Complex Sentences 

4.4.3 

Relative Clauses 

4.4.4 

Complement Clauses 

4.4.5 

/ constructions 


4.4.0 Objectives 


If you read this unit carefully you will 

• know the structure of a complex sentence of Urdu 

• recognise the form of a relative clause 

• perceive the structure of a complement construction 

• learn about the form of / construction 

4.4.1 Introduction _ 

A complex sentence is a sentence that consists of a main 
clause and one or more subordinate clauses. Main clause or 
principle clause is one which can stand on its own while a 
dependent clause cannot stand on its own but depends on the 
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principal clause., e.g, 

{wiX u / i/ ^ (1) 

t * * • 

Ahmed said that he will now read a book. 

Here the expression f t) S cannot stand 

on its own and hence is a dependent clause which needs 
the main clause if 2^ for its completion. Sentences 
in which a main clause occurs with one or more 
subordinate clauses are called complex sentences. We 
will look at the process of subordinate construction more 
carefullyiiJ in the next section. 

4.4.2 Complex sentences _ 

You already know that sentences in which a main clause 
occurs with one or more subordinate clauses are called 
complex sentences. Look at the examples below: 

^ tyi wHT ») 8/^ iJ (^) 

The boy, who works hard, definitely succeeds. 

t j»/^ t) J' if >'1 (2) 

Ahmed told Hamid that he would definitely buy a car. 

In sentence (1) the expression 7 (the boy 

who works hard) cannot stand on its own as a sentence, 
and hence is a subordinate clause. It is called a relative 
clause. It depends for its completion on the main clause ») 
^ vv' (he definitely succeeds). A relative 

clause is a subordinate clause which is dependent on a 
noun or a pronoun and it is usually introduced by a 
relative pronoun like cf'ji/' ,7,. 

In Sentence (2) the clause if ^7 Jij* »i / (that 
he would definitely buy a car) is also a dependent clause as it 
cannot stand on its own as a sentence. It needs the main clause 
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yi (Ahmed told Hamid) for its completion. 
Such clauses are called complement clauses. Complement 
clauses are subordinate clauses which function as a subject 
or an object of the verb in the principle caluse. In (2) the 
complement is functioning as an object. 

4.4.3 Relftive clauses _ 

Relative clause is a subordinate clause which is 
dependent on a noun or a pronoun and is usually introduced 
by a relative pronoun. Let us first look at the relative clauses 
in Urdu. Read the following sentences with the relative clause 
underlined: 

If / c/» lT l^lf l<' 

The girl who will sing well, will get the prize. 

(jx (Jy ^ i* t-Ti lT u/* c-iT ‘r' * 4 

The chair on which you are sitting has a broken leg. 

Sentence (1) and (2) can be viewed as; 

if (‘lyf (J"^if ^ 

l}y: ^ 

It can be seen that because of the commonness in noun 
phrases in the two simple sentences the 'inner' independent 
clauses form relative clauses. 

It should be kept in mind that the relative pronouns in 
Urdu start with a 5/- A lis. the relative pronouns is given 
below: 



who 


when 


whom 


which way 


where 

Jfi/' 

which place 
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Another fact that is to be kept in mind is the position of 
the relative clause in a sentence of Urdu. Read the 
sentences below: 

^ 1-}/^ ^ Ji (3) 

A person who is competent only he can make 

progress. 

^ J' 4^ i? iS (J}^ ») (4) 

^ 4C, / Jy » (5) 

From examples (3), (4) and (5) we can say that the 
relative clause in Urdu occurs: 

(i) to the right of the main or head noun phrase 
(underlined) as in (3). 

(ii) to the left of the noun phrase as in (4). 

(iii) away from the noun phrase as in (5). 

4.4.4 Complement clauses 

Complement clause is a subordinate clause which 
functions either as a subject or as an object. Let us now look 
at the complement clauses of Urdu. The complementiser or 
the word that joins the main clause to the subordinate clause 
has been double underlined and the subordinate clause has a 
single underline. 

i LJ 6" J>J JfS (1) 

Ahmed told Rasheed that he would be coming late today. 

^ ^ ^ S 1/ (2) 

We had heard that the meeting would commence tomorrow. 

\i ^ {^' S 1/ Ur* ^ (^1 (3) 

She thought that her sister would be able to do this work. 
Notice in sentences (1), (2) and (3) that 
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(i) the main clause and the subordinate clause are linked 
by the linker (complementizer) S (that) and this 
linker precedes the subordinate clause; and 

(ii) the subordinate clause follows the main clause. 

Another fact that should be noticed in the above 
sentences is that while the verb of the main clause is in 
the past tense, the verb of the subordinate clause is in the 
future tense. In fact, we can generalise that the tenses of 
the verbs in the main clause and the subordinate clause 
need not be the same. 


J constructions 


Look at the following sentences: 

Li/ ti/ t/ / r.)* 

The boy went home. He had his meals. 

sf yi jfi i- (/) 

He changed his clothes and went to the office. 

Ll/ fcl/ <L iL 

The boys went home. They had their meals. 

£ ■?, ji\ L^j> i- 

They changed their clothes and went to the office. 

tu" fcuT S / 6'^ 

The girl went home. She had her meals. 
She changed her clothes and went to the office. 

tl/ tl/ ^ J 


The girls went home. They had their meals. 


me gi 

7 


y) j)i l^J: 


They changed their clothes and went to the office. 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


(3) 


( 4 ) 
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Sentences 1 to 4, do 

occur 

in Urdu. However all these 

sentences/clauses can 

1 be replaced by the following 

sentences: 




/ 1/ ti/ 

/r 


(la) 

/ -?> 

/ 



The boy came home, had his meals, changed his 


clothes (and) went to the office. 


/ (/ ei/ 

/r 

J 

(2a) 

£ y 

/ 

J-i ‘-/f 



The boys came home, had their meals, changed 
their clothes (and) went to the office. 


/ \/ tij' J'T ^ ifyl (3a) 

if / J> 

The girl came home, had her meals, changed her 
clothes (and) went to the office. 

J' [X ti/" yTt yT (4a) 

/ J> ^/( 

The girls came home, had their meals, changed 
their clothes (and) went to office. 

Notice that in sentence 1, there are four sentences. We 
call a sentence or clause when it has a finite verb (we 
had already mentioned that a finite verb is a verb form 
which agrees with the subject in number and gender. We 
have also discussed earlier that <L construction behaves 
differently). In sentences 5 to 8 each one of them is one 
sentence because there is only one finite verb form, as 

while ail other finite clauses 
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have been converted into verb root + / construction.. 
Notice also verb root do not change with gender and 
case. This is very common in Urdu. The sentences 
preceding the final clause can be in the past, present or 
future tenses. Compare the following sentences. 

^ trl/ tl/ w t-T y/" IJy* (5) 

The boy comes home. He has his meals. 

IrW />} j)S Oj- t) 

He changes his clothes and goes to the office, 
fif/j / /l/ Cl/ /" y/ tfy' (5a) 

The boy after coming home, having his meals, 
changing his clothes goes to office. 

^ Jl/ Cl/ t) JT ^ (6) 

The girl comes home, she has her food. 

^ (jif "/) ^ » 

She changes her clothes and goes to the office. 

(jlf 7. /Jj: /l/ (6») 

The girl (after) coming home, having her foods, 
changing her clothes goes to office. 

t/f Z-l/ Cl/ (4 U ^ 

The boys come home. They eat their food. 

jt ijt s) 

They change their clothes and go to office. 

J>V4^;;f"/l/ci//Ty/(7a) 
The boys (after) coming home, eating their food, 
changing their clothes go to office. 

(3i/ Cl/ (3' y 

The girls come home. They eat their food. 
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L^r ik 7 ’ ^ » 

They change their clothes and go to office. 

/i/ tuT / T / utO* W 

The girls(after) conning home, eating their food, 

Jif 7? / Jj; ^Jf( 

changing their clothes go to office. 

Notice that the verb in the sentences (5), (6), (7) and (8) 
are in the present tense and occur at the end of every 
simple sentences. However, the main verb in the complex 
sentences in 5(b), 6(b), 7(b) and 8(b) occurs at the end 
while the ones subordinated take the basic form of the 
verb + / (./ J> <y^). 

Notice also the following sentences: 

(f ti/ „ t (9) 

The boy will come home. He will have his meals. 

He will change his clothes and will go to office. 

/ \i /' J 0 <9i>) 

The boy (after) coming home, havaing his meal. 

changing his clothes will go to office. 

The boys will come home. They will eat their food. 

(/if ^ »» 

They will change their clothes and go to office. 

/ i/ ti/ /r / (loa) 

The boys (after) coming home, having their meals. 
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^ dik d j> 

changing their clothes will go to office. 

cT Ljd ti/ .i S u / (11) 

The girl will come home. She will have her meals, 

(/ y, >,f i/ « 

She will change her clothes and go to office. 

/ l/ tuT /r y fy (lla) 

(/ d J> 

The girl (after) coming home, having her meals, 
changing her clothes will go to office. 

(J* d ti S d * (12) 

The girls will come home. They will have their 

meals. 

S d ^ S d"^ ^ 

They will change their clothes and will go to office. 

/ i/ ti/ /T / (i2») 

S J-t 

The girls (after) coming home, having their meals, 
changing their clothes will go to office. 

Notice that in verb root+ / construction, whether these come 
from present tense, past tense or future tense, or the subject is 
singular or plural, or the subject is masculine or feminine the 
form verb root+y" remains the same. 

This is a complex sentence where four sentences become 
a complex sentence, dikar) has no meaning, it is more like a 
conjunct verb, where an explicative word has no meaning but 
has only a grammatical function. The subject is the same. We 
cannot have two different subjects in the root+y"(kar) 
constructions, e.g., compare the following sentences: 
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Ll/ tl/ i- \f ^ 0 

The boy went home. The lady ate her food. 

y> j)l L-J: c^/( j)h 

Father changed the clothes and went to office. 

This cannot be reduced to a construction because in 
each sentence there is a different subject. 

Self - Check Exercise 

Fill in the suitable relative pronouns in the sentences 
given below; 

^ ^ . ») (a) 

Jt .1? t/y 5. IJ" . (b) 

.. (c) 

Jl^>y>t/^c/^y<L-L//’ h)? .(d) 

wi/y <L- . (e) 

2. Make ten sentences using relative pronouns or a 
complementiser, e.g. 

< Jl't/* c/^ 

c/* 

3. Complete the following sentences by using J' and 

>i»: 



. >1/ »i 

(a) 

iL ^ C. /C- . 

.ti/ ti/ k t/y^< 

(b) 


. 

(c) 

.. 

•Z—.lt£i-vUL-*U 

id) 


c/* 
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4. Write in the space provided the relative/complement 
clause or the y construcion, whichever applicable: 

. l/* (J* (J“ ^ f 

. t) \$ \/ / \J^ (h) 

. yi (jC c/l^( >1^ (c) 

. (d) 

. 

Sample Exercise 

1. Make ten sentences using Complementiser/relative 
pronouns. 

2. Complete the following complex sentences by using 
complementiser, / construction or relative 
pronouns: 

.i/ 

.^ (b) 

.y ly l,} »/is>. (c) 

.1> <L (<1) 

»> jy \f J» Jd. 

. ly ly \J. L.U# (/* 


207 


















_ Answers to Self - Check Exercise 

Block V 

Unit 1 

1. (a) declarative (b) declarative (c) negative 

(d) exclamatory (e) imperative (f) interrogative 

2. (a) )) 4--’ (b) a jjf (c) \j \jf 

(d) ^ (e) Vii (/ J\ 

3. (a) w> l/ (b) 1 (c) if 

(d) L (e) iJji L 

4. (a) negative: (b) affirmative: lU 

(c) negative: (d) affirmative:^(.J^^ 

5. (a) imperative (b) exclamatory 

(c) imperative (d) imperative 

(e) exclamatoiy f . I 

I Unit 2 j 

1. (a) £ (b) f (c) f 

(d) (e) f 

2. (a) l/ (b) 1/ (c)! th »h 

(d) jjj f (e) f 

4. (a) exclamatory (b) imperative (c) exclamatory 

(d) exclamatory (e) interrogative 
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Unit 3 


1. (a) K (b) ✓ (c)’^ ^(d)x (e) ✓ 

2. (a) L (b) yji (c) / (d) t 

(e) ; (f) (g) y 

3. (a) Ji ‘wiy' ,.;(b) cf‘ (c) (/* 

(d) t (e) L 

Unit 4 

1. (a) iJ (b) ‘i— i/^ (c) tj'i c/* 

(d) ^ (e) ^ 

3. (a) / (b)vy (c)/ 

(d) vy ♦/ ./ 

4. (a) relative clause (b) relative clause (c) complememt 

(d) complement (e)y^ construction 
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Glossary 


high 

l/jl 

r 

one, single 


this 


that 

t/' 



1 


you (PI. and polite) 

V 

last 


man 


to arrive suddenly 

tx>.r 

peach 

>j'\ 

fire 

Jr 

potato 

s>r 

mango 

r 

to come 

tT 

eye 

/r 

further, forthcoming 




clerk 


talk, chat 


king 


cloud 

JjI 

rainfall 


turn 



( 


Sunday 

jl?f 

to get up 

1^1 

permission 

• 

suddenly 


good 


to jump up 


to jump 


newspaper 


hospital 

Jc>l 

teacher 


school 


informations 


singlefold 


twenty first 

UtjJi 

alone, single 


A Imirah, cupboard 

JyUl 

examination 

cll^i 

grain 

6tl 

pomegranate 

Al 

human being 

ijOi 

prize, award 


English 


upon, on 
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to fill 

t/ 

market 


trust, confidence 

V)/. 

play, game 


hungry 


to win 


also 

/ 


• 

to send, to deliver 


electricity 




hour (c3i)£- 

• • 

rhilfi < 

pyjama 

* T 

argument 

'r 

Af. 

near, close 


revenge 

M 

to get 

tl 

r 

big 

tic 

fifth 


big 

6k 

water 

jt 

goat 


paan, beatel 


to be sold 


stone 

A 

to call 

tli 

old 

tiy 

r 

high 

A 

nourishment 

\Jjiy 

cat 

i 

on; feather 

/ 

r 

monkey 

jA 

to teach 


to talk 


to read 


much 

C^- 

chosen; favourite 


better 

A' 

to ripe 


best 

d.A’ 

to cook 


sister 


turban 


daughter-in-law 


bridge 


dishonest 

c/l£f 4- 

pencil 

(jrt 

helpless 

Y • 

fan 

A 

to sit 

1>C? 

police 

heavy 

6m 

three fourth. 


to rush 

i/U 

three quarters 

bear 


quarter to 


brother 
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sour, bitter 

t 

you (sing. & pi.) 

f 

spectacle 


spectator 


healthy 


you (sing.), thou 

h 

to break 

tjy 

preparation 


fast 

/ 

swift 


third 


oil 


three 


threefold 

!/ 

was 

ly 

fatigued, tired. 

(4 a 

exhausted 

little, less 

iV 


cap 


cold 


6 

to go 

• 

to know 


place 

i 

soon, quickly 


collection 

d"' 

to collect 

t/cf* 


mountain 


first 

k.l\^ 

i r 

to wear 


output; crop 


foot 


to deal 


to drink 


spade 


fruit 


flower 



crown 


star 

ht 

history 


lock 

Iff 

pond 

wilt- 

tonga 

A 

ruined 


to ruin 


gift 


throne 


progress 

i'y 

picture 


praise 


relation 


education 


educational 


educated 


search 
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ceiling; roof 


whom(whomsoever) 


sixth 


whoever 

[f' 7 

stick 

dX 

shoe 


relief; concession 


wife 

>jp. 

small 


who, which 


minor 


pocket 


to leave 


clash, quarrel 


L 


falsehood, lie 



... 



jealousy 




beautiful 


psychophant 


protection, safety 


psychophancy 


to protect. 


knife 

K 

t 

to give protection 


moon 


to learn by heart 


silver 

(i>'^ 

reservoir 

- - 9 - 

jf 

tea 




to chew 


bad 

wi7 

silently 

rr 

walking gently 

(JU7 

uncle 

% 

z 

letter 

kf 

aunt 


calligraphy 

J’lt? 

bird 


beautiful 


to pick 


happy 


to walk 


welcome 

^ A • 

to go away 


gladness; happiness 

A. 

(/7 

to shine 




fourth 


J 


thief 


entered 


four fold 


to enter 


thing; matter 


grandfather 


printing 
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> 

3 


grandmother 

(Jjh 

• 

branch 


spot, stain 

Ch 

small box 


pulse 

Jb 

two and a half 

Juj 

grain 




drawer 

jhj 

3 


tree 


through 


request; application 


intelligent 


door 

dJhjJ 

J 


avmlable 


capital 


tenth 

(Jir'y 

road, path, way 


turn; time 


mercy 


shop 


script 

1^1 

double 

l/y 

rope 


world 

Uj 

to keep 

i>C 

two 

V 

the month of 


medicine 


Ramazan 

h 

inkpot 

^hJ 

bread 


far; away. 


^t 

thj 

at a distance 


to weep 

\.ij 

to run 

tJjJ 

hustle - bustle. 


friend 


shine, liveliness 


second 


to live 


to watch, to see 


J 


wail 


time, period 


washing 

Jll^y 

earth 

ctf; 

washerman 


landholding; 


to wash 


to be a landlord; 


slow 


landlordship 




much; more 

•Hy 

slowly 

1 
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pupil 


evening 


brave 

6ir 

sharbat, soft drink 

A 

section, department 

A 

couplet; verse 

A 

r 

noise 


hue and cry 


eagerness 

o> 

city 

X 

r 

prince 


sweet 



morning 

e 

century 


only 


row, line 


box, trunk 


# 

necessarily 


necessity 


necessary 



student 

fOit 



treachery 


1 / 


seventh 

Ufyu 

with, together 


sari 


year 


luggage 


vegetable 


lesson 

y 

soldier 

(j!U 

road 


to teach 


to dry (trans.) 


to regale, to tell 

tb- 

to hear 


cinema 


hundredth 


to think, to consider 

C>^ 

sun 


to dry (intrans.) 


planet 


ink 


apple 

‘rT 

simple; simpleton 


to learn 


flood 


♦ 

#• 

< 

poet 

/l> 

poetry 

6/^ 
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height 

Jj 

fort 


pen 


shirt 


price 



car 

A 

factory 


paper 

>Y 

black 

Dir 

college 

iir 

work 


when 


cup 


cloth 

'V 

dog 


book 

wCr 



library 


how much 

V 

how many 


some 


character 

.h/ 

chair 

(// 

cricket 


to do 

t/ 

bitter 

b/ 




6 


habit 


world 

A 

strange, wonderful 

1 

building 


noble, fine 

.y 

generally, 

ingenenral 


woman 


—j 

V 

Ghalib, name of a 


renowned poet; 

overpowering 


diet, food 


ghazal, a form of 

J/ 

poetry 


sorrow 

r 

sad, full of sorrow 




form 

fjii 

separation 

o>/ 

first class. 

{ 

first division 

1 trY 

riot 


useless 

•« 


% 

J 


rule 

*>ir 


216 





Unit 3 


1. (a) X (h)^ (c)^ ^ (d)x (e) ✓ 

2. (a) C (b) ji\ (c) / (d) L 

(e) ; (f) (g) y 

3. (a) S. -J(b) JC (c) 1- 1/' 

(d) L (e) t 

Unit 4 

1. (a) iJ (b) »> ‘i— (c) t/* l/* 

(d) (e) 

3. (a) / (b)yy (c)/ 

(d) >jl </ ./ 

4. (a) relative clause (b) relative clause (c) complememt 

(d) complement (e) / construction 
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Glossary 


high 

\ii\ 

one, single 


this 

(/! 

that 

cT' 

0^ 

1 

you (PI. and polite) 


last 


man 

t/jT 

to arrive suddenly 


peach 

}i' 

fire 

Jr 

potato 

j>r 

mango 

r 

to come 

tT 

eye 

/t 

further, forthcoming 

»>y'r 


clerk 


talk, chat 


king 


cloud 

Jil 

rain&ll 

Ja 

turn 

JA 


( 


Sunday 

yiyi 

to get up 


permission 


suddenly 

T 

good 

HI 

to jump up 


to jump 

ci<< 

newspaper 


hospital 

Jc^i 

teacher 


school 

JA 

informations 

c.UllJ’l 

singlefold 

t/* 

twenty first 

ijljl 

alone, single 


Almirah, cupboard 

djUi 

examination 


grain 

^ti 

pomegranate 

Ai 

human being 

c/U’< 

prize, award 

r^i 

English 


upon, on 



210 


to fill 

t/ 

market 

j\j\l 

trust, confidence 

Ur/ 

play, game 


hungry 


to win 

A[Si\t 

also 




to send, to deliver 


electricity 




hour 

• • 


__ 

child 


pyjama 

* r 

argument 


near, close 


revenge 


to get 

ti 

T 

big 

»ir 

fifth 


big 


water 

Jl 

goat 


paan, beatel 

dL 

to be sold 


stone 

/ 

to call 

tut 

old 

tly 

r 

high 

A 

nourishment 

Jjs/ 

cat 

i 

on; feather 

< 

monkey 

jj< 

to teach 

tu>> 

r 

to talk 


to read 

r 

much 


chosen; favourite 


better 


to ripe 

tf 

best 


to cook 

s 

sister 


turban 

{S^ 

daughter-in-law 

-«< 

bridge 

d 

dishonest 


pencil 


helpless 

djip ^ 
r • 

fan 

i4 

to sit 


police 


heavy 

JM 

three fourth. 


to rush 

i/iM. 

three quarters 


bear 

M 

quarter to 


brother 
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sour, bitter 

t 

you (sing. & pi.) 


spectacle 


spectator 


healthy 


you (sing.), thou 

y 

to break 

tjy 

preparation 

(i^lr 

fast 

'fi 

swift 


third 


oil 


three 


threefold 

</ 

was 


fatigued, tired, 

Ul( ^ 

exhausted 


little, less 


> 

cap 


cold 




o 


to go 

# 

to know 

t^if 

place 

i 

soon, quickly 


collection 

cf- 

to collect 

t/cf- 


mountain 


first 


to wear 


output; crop 


foot 

JSt 

to deal 


to drink 


spade 


fruit 


flower 

Jji 


crown 


star 

ut 

history 


lock 

Uf 

pond 

wiif 

tonga 

Jtr 

ruined 


to ruin 


gift 


throne 


progress 

iy 

picture 


praise 

- 4 '/ 

relation 


education 


educational 


educated 


search 

Jtf 
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ceiling; roof 


whom(whomsoever) 


sixth 


whoever 

6^ j: 

stick 

dX 

shoe 


relief; concession 


wife 

iJpi 

small 


who, which 


minor 

6464 

pocket 


to leave 


clash, quarrel 


L 


falsehood, lie 

^4 

jealousy 


Z. 

C' 


beautiful 


psychophant 


protection, safety 


psychophancy 


to protect, 


knife 

yu 

*9 

to give protection 


moon 

>'U 

to learn by heart 

t/^ 

silver 


reservoir 

■■ --- 

jf 

tea 

L.\^ 

T 

1 


to chew 


bad 


silently 

vr rr 

walking gently 

(JU7 

uncle 


letter 

k> 

aunt 


calligraphy 

J’lt? 

bird 


beautiful 


to pick 


happy 

«/> 

to walk 


welcome 

" 4* 

to go away 

tu k- 

• r 

gladness; happiness 

i. 

O'/ 

to shine 


♦ 


fourth 


J 


thief 


entered 


four fold 


to enter 

t^i/h 

thing; matter 

Z 

grandfather 

hh 

printing 
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Jf 

J 


grandmother 

ijih 

branch 


spot, stain 

U 

small box 


pulse 

Jh 

two and a half 

(JUj 

grain 


• 


drawer 

jh) 



tree 


through 


request; application 


intelligent 


door 


J 


available 


capital 


tenth 

(JtrJ 

road, path, way 


turn; time 


mercy 


shop 


script 


double 

i/; 

rope 


world 


to keep 


two 

V 

the month of 


medicine 


Ramazan 


inkpot 

^fjj 

bread 


far; away. 

jjj 

fast 

9J3J 

at a distance 


to weep 

tiy 

to run 

tJjj 

hustle - bustle. 


friend 


shine, liveliness 






second 


to live 


to watch, to see 


J 


wall 


time, period 


washing 


earth 


washerman 

dfi 

landholding; 

{jjhijtj 

to wash 

t/i 

to be a landlord; 


slow 


landlordship 



f 

much; more 

®iU 

slowly ' 

1 
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pupil 


evening 


brave 

It 

sharbat, soft drink 


section, department 

A 

couplet; verse 

A 

r 

noise 

jp' 

hue and cry 

> jr' 

eagerness 

dP' 

city 

A 

JT 

prince 


sweet 


‘O 

morning 


century 


only 


row, line 


box, trunk 

0>J^ 

if 

necessarily 


necessity 


necessary 


i. 

student 



treachery 





seventh 

ijiyt' 

with, together 


sari 


year 


luggage 

C/tU 

vegetable 


lesson 


soldier 


road 

-6' 

to teach 


to dry (trans.) 

X\JP 

to regale, to tell 

tl> 

to hear 


cinema 

L<r 

hundredth 


to think, to consider 


sun 


to dry (intrans.) 


planet 

>yL- 

ink 


apple 


simple; simpleton 

\^J£' 

to learn 


flood 


A 

r 




poet 


poetry 

6/p 
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height 

j3 

fort 


pen 


shirt 


price 



car 


factory 


paper 


black 


college 

y 

work 


when 

J' 

cup 

> 

cloth 


dog 


book 

^cr 



library 

-ji; 1;^ 

how much 

V 

how many 

£ 

some 

£ 

character 

aJ 

chair 

it/ 

cricket 

j/r 

to do 

t/ 

bitter 

b/ 

whom 1 



6 


habit 


world 

A 

strange, wonderful | 

‘rc/ 

building 


noble, fine 


generally, 

ingenenral 


woman 


1 

Chalih, name of a 


renowned poet; 

overpowering 


diet, food 


ghazal, a form of 

J/ 

poetry 

. 

sorrow 

i 

sad, full of sorrow 



form 

pli 

separation 

cJ'/ 

first class. 

( 

first division 

[ 

riot 

}\J 

useless 

*1 


rule 

»>l» 
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to fall t/ 


talk; chat; discussion; 


conversation 


to chat, to talk; 


to discuss 


ball 


times (like three 

bT 

times) 


house 


family 


pitcher 

1/ 

watch 


bell 


horse 



red 

Jii 

Red Fort 


to bring 

ti) 

tasty 


boy 


girl 


to fight, to quarrel 


to write 

c/ 

to seem, to be hit 

tiT 

tail 


people 


iron 


hot wind 



axe 


tomorrow 



1 (l)b 

yesterday I 

1 Iv/)(/ 

I 

: (l>r 

unlucky 


bank 


dull 


to 

/ 

effort, try 


who 

C(/ 

any; some 

J/ 

several; many; some 

/ 

story 


to say 

1 / 

what 

1/ 

banana 

if 

to eat; food 

ti/ 

window 

c/X 

player 


to be open 

iX 

toy 

tX 

to open 

bX 

game 

J/ 

to play 



vehicle; bus 


song 

tif 




